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REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AImD  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  the  Week  Ending  Tuesday,  April  6,  1937. 
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1  muring  Fall  and  Winter  of  1936-1937 

J 

Deficient  fall  precipitation  was  unfavorable  for  late  seeding  and  germination 
J  cf  grain  and  the  late  growth  of  grasses.  Exceut  in  the  eastern  and  a  few  central 
districts,  winter  precipitation  was  somev/hat  above  normal,  although  much  drifting 
'  of  the  winter’s  snowfall  reduced  its  potential  benefit  decidedly  in  the  lesser  pre¬ 
cipitation  areas  such  as  the  northeast.  Winter  snowfall,  where  not  too  badly  drifte 
furnished  a  good  snow  cover  for  the  protection  of  winter  grains,  but  dryness  of  the 
soil  beneath  hindered  the  croxj's  survival. 

First  reports  on  the  condition  of  winter  wheat  a.t  the  end  of  winter  indicated 
a  range  from  poor  to  excellent,  with  the  amount  of  winter-killing  placed  at  none  to 
as  much  as  3^  cent.  Too  much  uncertainty,  however,  exists  at  this  time 

in  most  areas  to  hazard  a  report  on  the  percentage  of  surviva,!,  particularly  in  view 
of  the  crop's  uneven  germination  from  la*st  fall's  dry  plantings.  Big  Horn,  Hill, 
and  Flathoad  coi.inties  reported  winter  wheat  in  mostly  good  conditisn,  while  Teton 
and  Chouteau  counties  advised  of  mostly  poor  corjditions. 

It  was  a  hard  winter  for  livestock  because  of  the  denuded  condition  of  most 
ranges  and  pastures  east  of  the  Divide,  the  low  reserve  of  hay  and  other  feeds  at 
the  beginning  of  the  season,  the  poor  q^uality  of  much  of  the  feed,  and  the  long 
duration  of  severely  cold  weather  from  late  December  until  the  forepart  of  February.- 
Livestock  in  western  sections  came  through  the  winter  in  good  shvUpe ,  with  generally 
sufficient  feed  to  carry  them  through  to  new  grass.  In  eastern  sections,  most  live¬ 
stock  reached  spring  in  poor  flesh,  but  with  only  a  fev/  h6a,vy  losses.  Feed  suirolies 
in  the  east  have  largely  been  exhausted,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  import  much 
I  high-priced  feed. 

:  Such  reports  as  have  been  received  to  date  on  snowfall  in  the  high  watersheds 

■  of  the  State  indicate  that  storage  this  winter  has  been  .mostly  below  n'^rmal,  and 
that  the  maximiim  stream  flow  expected  from  melting  snow  is  not  only  to  be  less  than 
normal,  but  also  less  than  last  year  as  a  rule.  A  fair  to  good  supply  of  irrigation 
.  water  is  expected  from  the  snowfall. 

Late  March  snows  were  highly  beneficial,  and  materially  improved  the  moisture 
situation,  as  well  as  brightened  the  crop  outlook,  except  in  certain  north-ceatral 
and  northeastern  counties.  At  the  close  of  March,  vegeta,tion  remained  practically 
[  dormant,  and  field  work  had  started  in  only  a  few  scattered  districts  in  the  eastern 
half  of  the  State.  The  winter's  sf5.ow  cover  melted  slowly,  allowing  most  of  the  snow 
water  to  enter  the  gro'ond.  Moisture  in  torsoils  was  sufficient  for  starting  grass 
and  spring  som  grains,  as  v/ell  as  van  ter  gra.ins,  which  survived. 

Yif e ek  Ending  6  P  . M •  ,  Tuesday ,  Apr  il  6 ,  1937 

Weather  during  the  v/eek  v.ras  cloudy,  unsettled,  and  ..too  cold  for  plant  growth. 
Additional  rains  and  snov/s  increased  the  a,mcunt  of  top-soil  moisture,  but  with  .melt¬ 
ing  old  snows,  made  fields  generally  too  wet  for  working.  Freezing  nights  also 
hindered  field  v/ork.  A  little  seeding  of  spring  wheat,  clover,  and  crested  wheat- 
grass  has  been  done,  but  seeding  generally  will  probably  not  get  under  wa,y  f-^r 
another  week  or  ten  days.  Livestock  reg'uired  feeding,  with  a.  backwa.rl  spring  indi¬ 
cating  late  development  of  pastures  and  ranges,  and  the  possibility  of  much  feeding 
for  another  three  or  four  weeks.  Reports  indicate  plans  for  increrosed  plantings  of 
alfalfa  and  other  grass  crops,  as  v/ell  as  feed  grains.  Calving  and  lambing  made 
satisfactory  progress,  although  a  slight  loss  occurred  among  lambs  because  of  the 
ref’ent  c^ld,  wet  weather. 
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Th®  following  county  summariPB  of  crop  conditions  for  week  ending  April  3,  1937 • 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  director  J.  C-  Taylcr,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD :  Temperature  warm,  with  rain  and  wet  snow  general  in  county;  snew 

covering  except  in  Beaverhead  valley.  Moisture  ideal  for  starting  of 
grass  as  soon  as  it  warms  up  a  little  more;  some  hay  carry-over  in  the  Big  Hole  and 
Beaverhead  valley;  no  field  work  started  yet;  ?>atlook  fcr  water  very  favorable. 
Livestock  in  good  shape;  some  early  lambing  started;  calving  well  under  way  with 
little  loss  to  date;  tagging  very  nearly  completed,  with  a  few  bucks  being  sheared; 

no  activity  in  wool;  practically  all  fat  steers  sold,  at  $8.00  to  $8.50. 

BIG-  HORN:  Weather  so  far  this  spring  has  been  favorable  with  moisture  conditions 

above  the  normal.  No  field  work  done  yet.  The  winter  wheat  is  reported 

as  being  in  splendid  shape.  The  grass  has  started  in  some  places  and  when  the 

weather  turns  warm  a  splendid  start  is  assured.  The  livestock  have  come  through 
the  winter  in  fair  shape,  but  heavy  losses  have  been  reported.  Deed  supplies  are 
barely  enough  to  carry  through  until  grass.  Mormon  cricket  hatching  is  expected 
generally  in  a  few  days.  An  organized  campaign  to  control  them  is  under  my. 

BL A INE :  Temperatures  moderate  forepart  of  week.  Cloudy  with  a  heavy  wet  snow 
general  throughout  the  county  night  before  last  and  Friday.  Moisture 
conditions  greatly  improved  due  to  the  heavy  snow.  Conditions  prior  to  this  week 
were  exceedingly  dry.  A  s.mall  amount  of  field  cultivation  and  plowing  was  done  in 
the  irrigated  valley  during  this  past  week.  No  field  work  has  yet  started  in  the 
dryland  area.  Farmers  busy  cleaning  seed  and  preparing  machinery  fo-r  field  work. 
225  applications  for  seed  loans  have  beai  filed  in  this  county  to  date.  Livestock 
came  through  the  winter  in  fair  -condition  with  very  little  loss  reported.  However, 
a  large  amount  nf  hay  and  concentrates  have  been  shipped  in  during  the  past  thirty 
days  in  crier  to  bring  the  livestock  through.  As  there  is  no  old  grass  on  the 
range,  it  will  be  necessary  to  feed  straight  through  until  new  grass  comes.  Seme 
ranchers  have  reported  calving  completed  with  normal  calf  crop  received. 

CARBON;  Portions  of  the  county  covered  with  snow  during  the  week  and  had  precipi¬ 
tation  in  most  of  the  county  at  least  three  days  this  week.  More  moisture 
in  the  ground  now  than  there  has  been  for  a  long  tim.e,  and  there  is  quite  a  revival 
of  hopes  for  dry  land  farming.  Some  plowing  being  done  and  the  ground  worked  in 
the  Clarks  Fork  Valley  area.  Winter  -wheat  is  showing  a  go-^d  start  during  the  past 
week  under  prevailing  weather  conditions  in  the  western  ha.lf  of  the  county.  Stock 
is  coming  through  the  v/inter  in  fair  condition,  but  shows  the  shortage  of  feed. 

The  shortage  of  crops  last  season  is  being  reflected  in  the  considerable  increase 
in  seed  loan  applications  in  the  county,  of  which  practically  ICO  have  been  taken 
to  date  by  the  extension  office. 

CHOUTEAU :  Weather  condit  ions  during  the  oast  week  have  been  very  unfavorable  from 

the  standpoint  of  livestock  men  and  also  farmers.  Severe  cold  necessi¬ 
tated  the  purchase  of  high  priced  feed  and  much  additional  fuel  for  homes.  This 
resulted  in  the  farmers  spending  more  money  than  normal  for  their  stock  and  living 
expenses.  Tests  recently  made  show  that  soil  moisture  is  very  deficient  for  crops. 
Prospects  at  this  time  are  the  poorest  in  the  past  several  years.  The  winter  wheat 
is  not  promising  and  is  very  spotted  and  very  late.  The  spring  is  opening  -up-  very 
late  and  it  is  expected  even  with  w^arm  weather  than  there  will  be  very  little  grass 
before  two  w'eeks. 


CUSTER  -  PQWDXR  RIVER:  Light  snows  adding  to  soil  moisture  which  is  only  sufficier. 

to  start  a  crop.  Temperatures  still  close  to  freezing.  Nc 
seeding  of  small  grains  to  date.  Y/mter  wheat  and  rye  coming  up  in  good  shape,  but 
covers  only  small  acreage.  Spring  -olanting  sf  grains  will  be  light  due  to  lack  of 
sub-soil  moisture  and  urnspects  of  insect  damage.  AH  stock  still  on  feed.  Very 
little  grazing.  Losses  have  been  moderate,  bu-t  everything  in  rather  poor  flesh, 
present  soil  moisture  enough  to  insure  early  grass.  No  labor  needed. 

DANIELS  :  Only  a  slight  amo-unt  of  precipitation  fell  during  the  month  of  March. 

Soil  moisture  condition  poor.  Snowfall  rather  light  during  winter  and 
that  which  fell  heavy  winds  caused  to  drift  in  the  coulees,  leaving  very  little 
if  any  on  grain  fields.  No  field  operations  to  date  due  to  cold  freezing  weather. 
Livestock  wintered  better  than  anticipated.  Some  hay  shipped  in  for  work  stock 
and  milk  cows.  One  of  the  larger  sheep  outfits  shipped  their  stock  to  western 
Montana  last  fall.  During  the  past  month,  livestock  has  been  grazing  on  prairies 
and  stubble  fields.  Applications  for  seed  loans  will  be  greater  this  year  than 
that  of  1936-  With  the  present  set  up  loans  are  being  handled  more  expediently 
than  in  previous  years,  hence  farmers  vifill  have  funds  for  spring  operations. 

DAWSON :  The  melting  of  winter  snows  put  little  moisture  in  crop  land,  except 

under  flood  irrigation  projects.  The  period  from  the  breaking  of  winter 
'until  two  weeks  ago  saw  little  moisture,  and  fields  were  generally  dry.  Snow 
squalls  have  been  rather  general  during  the  past  two  weeks  and  the  present  time 
finds  about  three  inches  of  snow  on  most  fields  throughout  the  co-unty,  and  some 
moistening  up  has  occurred  since  the  precipitation  began.  The  soil  is  frozen  and 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  moisture  has  penetrated  to  much  depth,  but  the  coziditio 
are  at  least  encouraging.  No  field  work  has  been  done  yet.  There  has  probably 
been  more  feed  on  wheels  the  past  three  or  four  weeks  than  for  a  considerable 
period.  Feeding  of  some  purchased  feeds  is  being  carried  on  generally  thro-ughout 
the  county.  Stock  has  not  wintered  too  well,  although  losses  have  not  been  severe 
The p resent  supply  of  moisture  is  certain  to  start  the  native  grasses  as  soon  as 
it  warms  sufficiently,-  to  that  extent  conditions  appear  favorable.  A  n-umber  of 
nerds  of  sheep,  which  were  wintered  in  the  irrigated  I'alley,  have  been  brought 
home  and  are  being  fed.  No  wool  has  teen  contracted. 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Condit ions ,  Week  ending  April  3-  1937  -  Page  2. 


FATiT'OW  &  CARTER  :  Snow  and  moderate  temperature  this  past  week.  Soil  moisture  is 

still  belovv' n  ormal  altnough  improved  with  snowfall.  Crop  condi¬ 
tions  improving,  present  indications  for  somewhat  late  spring  seeding.  Snowfall 
and  lowered  temperature  require  heavier  feeding  of  livestock  than  ordinarily  exper¬ 
ienced  in  spring  conditions.  Feed  still  "being  snipped  into  area  for  stock,  and  it 
apoears  at  this  time  that  there  still  will  be  another  month  of  feeding. 

FERGUS :  Snow  and  rain  practically  every  day  during  the  past  week.  Net  much  growth 

because  of  cool  weather.  Winter  wheat  making  more  satisfactory  progress 
than  was  expected  on  account  of  being  seeded  dry  last  fall.  Indications  are  at 
present  for  7-^  or  higher  survival.  Top  moisture  good,  but  subsoil  dry  from  past 
year  drouth.  All  moisture  which  has  fallen  during  the  month  of  March  is  gone  in 
the  ground  with  very  little  jran  off.  Spring  seeding  started.  Expect  a  large  a.cre- 
age  of  spring  wheat.  Most  livestock  has  come  through  in  fair  shape.  Light  losses 
being  reported  in  the  past  week.  Lambing  started.  Average  lamb  crop.  Hay  being 
bought  to  carry  through  the  last  few  days  of  the  feeding  period. 

E LATHE A^ :  Weather  cloudy  and  cold,  with  light  precipitation  general  throughout  the 
county.  Weather  has  not  warmed  uu  sufficiently  to  produce  any  growth 
of  pasture  or  range.  Winter  wheat  is  beginning  to  green  up  in  parts  of  the  county. 
There  have  been  numerous  reuorts  of  winter  wheat  winter-killing  in  the  area  north¬ 
west  of  Kalispell.  Winter  wheat  in  the  southern  half  of  the  county  has  come  through 
the  winter  in  pretty  good  condition.  Farm  v/ork  will  start  next  week  if  v/eather  con¬ 
ditions  remain  the  way  they  are  at  present.  Ton  soil  moisture  is  normal,  but  sub¬ 
soil  moisture  is  very  much  below  normal.  Livestock  is  generally  in  good  condition. 
The  lamb  crop  is  about  normal.  Most  livestock  is  coming  out  of  the  winter  season 
in  good  shape. 

GATT,  at  in  :  Up  until  the  l^th  of  March,  prec  ipita.t  io  n  was  below  normal:  however, 
frequent  wet  heavy  snews  the  past  two  weeks  have  improved  conditions 
materially.  Winter  wheat  plantings  are  below  normal,  and  the  season  is  not  far 
enough  advanced  to  determine  whether  or  not  last  fall's  seeding,  v;hich  showed  uneven 
germination,  will  make  a  crop  this  year.  In  connection  with  the  Agricultural  Con¬ 
servation  sign-up,  of  almost  double  that  of  last  year,  there  will  be  an  increased 
planting  of  alfalfa  and  grass  crops,  a.nd  also  considerable  more  attention  is  being 
paid  to  cultural  practices  and  weed  control  work.  There  is  a  shortage  of  Trebi 
barley  seed  in  the  county, but  a  surplus  of  Victory  oats.  Marquis  wheat,  and  brev/ing 
barley.  Small  amounts  of  hay  still  being  shipped. 

Most  of  the  early  lambs  for  the  June  fat  lamb  market  are  in  excellent 
shape,  with  the  growers  reporting  a  high  percentage  of  lambs  and  small  death  less 
due  to  cold  y/eather.  A  few  range  oands  now  being  turned  out  to  graze  pasture  which 
was  saved  last  year.  Grass  Just  beginning  to  green  on  -oastures  in  west  end  of 
county.  Excess  livestock  shipped  to  this  county  for  wintering  have  come  through  in 
excellent  shape,  and  some  of  these  herds  will  remain  in  the  county  permanently. 

This  is  also  true  of  sheep.  A  few  inquiries  being  made  for  farm  help  for  the  coming 
season,  with  no  great  surplus  of  this  lo,bor  available.  Road  corhitions  in  the  south 
and  east  end  of  the  county  still  very  uad  due  to  drifted  snov/  and  irud. 

GARFIELD  &  PETROLEUM:  General  snow  last  of  March  and  continuing  into  April  improved 

soil  moisture  conditions  greatly.  Soil  moisture  adequate  to 
start  grass  and  any  early  crop.  Moisture  conditions  fair  for  starting  crops.  Cool 
wet  conditions  have  held  up  an  early  seeding,  practico.lly  no  winter  wheat  sown  and 
corditions  very  poor  of  that  that  was  soto.  Feeding  of  livestock  continues.  Very 
little  use  of  pasture  possible. 

GLAC lER  COUNTY :  Past  winter  has  been  quite  severe,  with  con sidera,ble  snow,  accord¬ 
ing  to  uany  people.  Dnr ing  March  and  to  date,  conditions  have  been 
variable ;  snowfalls  and  ?/arm  weather  alternating.  There  is  an  insufficiency  of  sur¬ 
face  moisture  at  this  time.  Good  surplus  of  moisture  in  subsoil.  Winter  wheat  40^ 
winter-kill,  estimate.  Early  grass  showing  green  in  few  pjlaces.  No  spring  v/ork. 
Farmers  v/orking  on  machinery  and  seed  supplies,  price  of  v/heat  stimulating  v/heat 
growing  thoughts  in  business  people.  Some  sheep  shipped  here  for  feeding  from  other 
areas.  Heavy  losses  sustained  last  winter  by  folks  v/intering  here  for  first  time. 
Generally  livestock  in  fair  shape.  Adequate  supplies  of  old  grass  on  reservation. 

A  few  early  calves  and  lambs  being  iropped.  pa-bor  a,dequate  . 

KIDD :  -  Siimmerfallow  has  blown  clear  of  snow  and  has  less  moisture  reserve  than 

stubble  ground.  Stubble  ground  very  nearly  normal.  West  two-thirds  of 
county  has  very  close  to  normal  subsoil  moisture,  with  summerfallow  having  less 
amount  than  stubble  ground.  Wet  snows  during  past  week  have  helped  the  situation 
to  considerable  extent.  Grass  is  Just  starting  to  show  signs  of  greenness.  Winter 
wheat  shows  1^0^  survival  of  winter.  Crested  v/heat  and  alfalfa  appear  to  have  strob 
the  winter  in  good  shape,  while  slender  wheatgrass  shews  considerable  v/inter-killing 
Pall  seeded  crested  wheatgrass  snov/s  good  germination  and  starting  to  show  above  thf 
ground.  No  field  v;ork  to  date,  and  with  settled  weather  conditions,  it  will  take 
from  a  week  to  ten  days  bef-^re  any  field  opemtions  will  start.  Range  conditions 
are  poor  and  it  v/ill  take  some  time  before  livestock  can  be  turned  on  to  ranges. 

T-ii  s  is  due  to  the  severe  over-grazing  jf  last  season.  Livestock  in  very  poor  condi 
tion  and  will  require  supplemental  feeds  for  at  least  another  month. 

JUP ITH  BAS  IN :  Season  backv/ard;  temper  otures  moderate;  frost  practically  every  night 
Precipitation  general  and  moderate.  Pp,st  month  improved  crop  outlool 
very  much.  Up  to  the  first  of  March,  snowfall  was  very  light;  the  month  of  March 
has  brought  a  nice  supply  of  moisture  which  has  v/et  dov/n  several  inches.  Weather 
corditions  unsettled  and  outlook  for  more  moisture  favorable.  No  subsoil  moisture, 
however.  Soil  blov/ing  exceed', ingly  bad  up  to  the  first  of  March,  past  month  has 
been  hard  on  livestock.  Peed  scarce;  ra,nge  condition  poor  and  no  grass  starting. 
Calving  and  lambing  well  under  way. 

(Continued  on  Page  3- 


v'-- 


9  -T 
•.  '■  •  "x 
.  'i.  c 

.  ■'.n.i'i 

, 

a 

.  ■I  cri'M*. 


.1 


r.j 

■.  , :  r  :■  " 

i 


'  X'O 

I  vj;%ira 

' 


-■-yr.-'V  B 


xx 

C'^ 


uounty  summar i es  or^Crop  panclitions-  y/eeic  enain^  April  j -  Page  3. 

LAKE :  -  Weather  past  week  generally  unsettled;  moderate  precipitation;  temperature 
normal.  Spring  retarded.  Moisture  conditions  ahout  normal.  Winter 
wheat  about  75^  normal  condition;  plowing  started  in  seme  localities,  and  grass 
just  sta.rted  ''n  lower  ranges.  Livestock  wintered  in  fair  condition;  required  more 
feed;  hay  supplies  low.  Lambing  fairly  well  over. 

LEWIS  &  CLABK  -  BHO ATWATER :  Only  small  amount  of  moisture  received  away  from 

mountains.  Very  l''w  subsoil  moisture  in  dryland  areas. 
Winter  wheat  conditions  uncertain.  Eield  work  starting  on  a  small  scale  in  both 
counties.  Late  spring  encouraging  farm  oper-'-ticns  because  of  expectations  of  rainy 
spring.  Grass  not  starting.  Stock  in  fair  condition  with  feeding  being  carried 
on  generally  in  both  counties.  Lambing  starting. 

MADISON  -  JEEEERSON:  Intermittent  rain  and  snow  storms  throughout  past  week.  Grow¬ 
ing  conditions  poor.  Soil  moisture  normal  to  above.  Snow 
reserves  fair  to  poor.  Season  retarded.  Soil  temperature  low.  Weather  too  cool 
and  stormy  for  plant  growth;  too  early  to  determine  condition  of  winter  wheat.  A 
few  farmers  starting  spring  plowing.  Some  sweet  clover  and  crested  wheatgrass  sown. 
Early  lambing  and  calving  in  progress.  Weather  conditions  unfavorable.  Ranges 
poor;  hay  supplies  sufficient. 

MEAGHER :  Occasional  rain  and  snow;  thawing;  little  run-off.  Valleys  bare.  Local 
roughage  supplies  sufficient. 

MISSOULA:  Cool  and  cloudy  all  week.  Light  showers  during  week.  Snow  melted  and 

frost  out  of  ground  in  all  co:r:munit ies  excent  mountain  valleys.  All  run¬ 
off  has  gone  into  the  ground  but  some  land  west  of  Missoula  is  v/et  only  to  a  depth 
of  six  inches.  Land  south  and  east  of  Missoula  has  fair  moisture  content,  plowing 
has  started  in  some  localities . having  lighter  soils.  Season  is  not  as  far  advanced 
as  usual  at  tnis  date.  Considerable  damage  to  winter  wheat  has  been  reported, but 
extent  has  n^ot  been  determined.  Growth  of  alfalfa  or  grass  has  not  started.  Live¬ 
stock  in  fair  condition.  Still  feeding  hay;  practically  no  grass  available. 

MUSSELSHELL  -  GOLIEN  VALLEY :  More  moisture  was  received  during  the  month  of  March 

than  there  has  been  for  seven  years.  About  eight 
inches  of  snow  fell  in  the  middle  cf  February.  This  gradually  tha'wed  off,  and  then 
ten  inches  fell  during  March.  On  the  first  day  of  April,  one-fourth  inch  of  rain 
fell.  In  the  southwestern  portion  of  Golden  Valley  County  there  is  still  a  foot 
of  snow  on  the  ground.  It  has  been  impossible  to  do  any  field  v/ork  since  the  15th 
of  March,  due  to  the  rain  and  sncw.  Winter  wheat  does  not  seem  to  be  damaged. 

We  have  not  had  the  usual  severe  winds  during  the  month  of  March.  No  spring  wheat 
has  been  seeded  as  yet.  Twelve  hundred  acres  rf  crested  wheatgrass  was  seeded  the 
earlier  part  cf  March.  Livestock  condition  is  Icw'er  than  in  former  yeans,  due  to  a 
shortage  of  feed  and  the  poor  quality  of  feed  that  has  been  purchased.  Losses 
range  from  10^  to  5"^^  • 

PH ILLIPS  :  From  November  1  to  April  1  precipita.tion  2.C3  inches.  Wet  snow  today 
v/ill  bring  this  to  about  2 . 2P  inches.  Subsoil  extremely  dry  and  more 
moisture  needed.  Cloudy,  with  wet  snow  flurries  all  week  a,nd  heavier  snow;  today, 
look  favorable.  Runeff  so  far  this  spring  light.  Reservoirs  filling.  Some  plow¬ 
ing  but  no  seeding  to  date.  Advising  farmers  to  delay  seeding  accooont  of  cutworms. 
Intentions  to  seed  wheat  about  7.^^  of  last  year;  feed  crops  about  12P  per  cent. 

Seed  situation  fair.  Only  enough  alfalfa  seed  left  for  local  use.  Heavier  demand 
for  sweet  clover.  Livestock  condition  fair  to  good.  Few  heavy  losses  reported  this 
winter.  Only  feed  avaRatile  outside  of  valley  is  being  shipped  in. 

PRA IR IE :  In  the  past  two  weeks  prairie  County  has  received  about  ten  inches  of  wet 
snow,  T/tfiich  has  melted  slowly  and  was  readily  absorbed.  Farmers  are  more 
optimistic  since  the  moisture  came  and  plan  on  putting  in  nearly  a  normal  acreage. 

A  considerable  acreage  of  forage  crops  will  be  sowed  in  1937  if  conditions  continue 
to  remain  favorable.  Livestock  losses  have  been  quite  heavy  due  to  the  short  pas¬ 
tures,  long  feeding  period,  severe  winter,  and  poor  quality  of  feed.  The  majority 
of  the  farmers  have  been  working  on  the  Resettlement  project,  but  it  is  expected 
that  the  supply  of  farm  labor  will  be  ample. 

R ICHLANT :  Temperatures  generally  low  during  week,  retarding  spring  farming  0 pera- 
tions.  Soil  moisture  below  normal;  crop  outlook  poor.  Precipitation 
during  week  very  light,  in  form  of  scattered  snow  flurries.  Snow  gone  in  most  parts 
of  county.  Some  farm  work  started.  Considerable  reduction  in  crop  acreage  expected 
due  tfc  shortage  of  seed  and  lov/  moisture  reserve  in  dryland  areas.  Reduction  of 
sugar  beet  acreage  expected  in  irrigated  section.  Livestock  generally  in  fair  con¬ 
dition  considering  feed  shortage. 

ROOSEVELT  :  Very  little  moisture  during  recent  weeks.  Moisture  conditions  rate 
about  the  poorest  in  many  yea,rs  and  the  shortage  will  influence  crop 
acreage  on  many  farms.  Removal  cf  weeds  from  fields  has  started,  but  this  vrork.  is 
limited.  Seed  grain  not  too  plentiful,  but  none  ordered  from  other  sections  as  yet. 
It  is  believed  that  local  supplies  plus  trucked-in  supnlies  from  adjacent  counties 
will  be  ample  to  meet  local  demand.  Livestock  in  good  condition  generally,  with 
some  feed  being  bought . 

RO SEBUL :  Recent  snows  all  melted;  local  rains  and  snows  most  of  week.  Wet  weather 
has  retarded  all  farm  work.  Some  spring  wheat  seeded  during  March.  Soil 
moisture  a,bove  normal  for  south  half  of  county.  North  half  of  county  very  dry 
except  for  surface  moisture  fron  recent  snows.  The  small  acreage  of  winter  wheat 
planted  last  fall  appears  to  have  survived  the  winter  although  the  condition  of 
some  of  the  late  planting  still  seems  to  be  in  doubt.  Livestock  generally  in  fair 
to  poor  condition.  Winter  losses  aDove  normal.  Further  losses  expected  for 
another  30  days  or  until  green  grass  v/ill  supply  adequate  feed  to  prevent  further 
shrinkage.  Additional  shipments  of  hay  will  be  necessary  for  work  stock.  Sef^ding 
of  spring  v/heat  will  be  limited  due  to  la.ck  of  moisture,  funds  for  seed,  and  grass- 

( Continued  on  Page  4.' 
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hopper  outlook. 

SHERI EAU :  Snow  has  melted  and  evaporated  with  very  little  runoff;  snowfall  has  'been 
very  light  this  winter;  January  and  February  extremely  cold.  Conditions 
for  a  crop  are  poor  in  two-thirds  of  the  county.  A  small  area  in  the  east  and  south¬ 
east  sections  of  the  county  have  considerable  moisture  stored  from  the  July  rains 
in  1936-  There  has  been  very  little  soil  blowing  during  the  winter.  Livestock 
condition  is  fair  to  poor;  early  disappearance  of  snow  has  helped  some.  A  few  car¬ 
loads  of  hay  have  been  shipped  in  recently.  Cottonseed  cake  has  been  used  in  con¬ 
siderable  quantities,  especially  by  sheepmen.  Some  activity  on  building  PWA  and 
WPA  started.  Farm  activity  is  slowly  picking  up,  but  slower  than  normally  due  to 
poc r  prospects . 

STILL7^ATEfl ;  .3^  inch  rain  for  week  ending  April  3-  Temperatures  moderate.  This 

precipitation  added  to  previous  moisture  has  been  ideal  for  giving 
winter  wheat  a  good  start.  As  yet  it  is  hard  to  predict  extent  of  winter  wheat 
damage  from  blowing,  probably  less  abandonment  than  v/as  predicted  earlier,  prac¬ 
tically  all  precipitation  during  March  soaked  into  ground.  Winter  rye  stand  very 
good.  Cattle  in  general  are  in  poor  to  fair  condition.  Sheep  in  fair  to  good  con¬ 
dition.  Smaller  flock  sheepmen  starting  to  lamb.  Considerable  hay  being  trucked  in. 

SWEETGRASS :  The  past  week  has  been  cloudy  generally  with  some  snow,  freezing  at 
night  and  thawing  during  the  day.  Preci'Ditad ic  n  since  January  1  - 
2. SC  inches.  Crop  conditions  very  favorable.  Winter  wheat  making  good  showing 
under  snow.  Estimate  20^  damage  to  winter  wheat  from  v/ind  during  winter,  and  in¬ 
sufficient  moisture.  Reported  moisture  6  tc  8  inches  deep,  v/ith  l-'^  to  12  inches  of 
snow  on  ground  that  is  being  slov/ly  absorbed.  Frost  not  entirely  out.  Ho  spring 
seeding.  Oats  and  barley  for  seed  being  shlnped  into  the  county.  6o^  of  the  live¬ 
stock  is  in  poor  condition  due  to  feed  shortage.  Hay  is  being  shipped  in  at  $1S.1C 
per  ton.  Ho  reserve  feed.  Early  lambing  in  small  farm  flocks  has  been  satisfactory. 
100^  lamb  cron  renorted.  Straw  for  bedding  being  trucked  in.  of  livestock 

shioped  out  to  winter  out  of  the  county. 

TETON :  Weather  first  part  of  week  was  rather  cold  for  the  season,  hitting  a  minus 
4  on  the  28th.  Warmer  and  clear  the  latter  part  of  the  week,  precipita¬ 
tion  two  hundredths  inch.  Very  little  winter  wheat  planted  lost  fall.  Moisture 
conditions  at  the  present  are  the  poorest  they  have  been  in  many  years  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  The  first  three  months  of  this  year  we  have  had  only  55  cent 

of  normal  as  compared  to  the  46  3^6ar  average.  Range  is  about  in  the  poorest  condi¬ 
tion  it  has  been  in  many  jears.  The  severe  winter  weather  has  been  extremely  hard 
on  livestock.  They  are  coming  out  of  the  winter  in  the  poorest  condition  in  many 
years. 

TOOLE :  The  past  winter  was  characterized  by  heavy  snows  and  general  blowing.  Drifts 
10  feet  or  better  still  in  the  county.  Snow  generally  piled  up.  Past  week 
beneficia,!  snov;s  v/ere  received  throughout  entire  county.  Precipitation  of  last  fall 
helped  restore  subsoil  moisture  in  the  section  north  of  the  Marias  River.  Very  lit¬ 
tle  moisture  received  south  of  the  river.  At  the  present  time  the  county  is  well 
supplied  with  surfa.ce  moist-ore.  There  will  be  no  v/ork  in  the  field  for  several 
weeks.  Seed  supplies  are  short,  part ioula-rly  oats  and  barley.  Many  used  up  their 
seed  to  carry  cattle  and  other  livestock  through  the  winter.  Sharp  reductions  last 
fall  enabled  many  producers  to  carry  through  this  winter.  Feed  sup-olies  very  short 
and  feed  still  being  shipped  in.  No  hea\’y  losses  reported. 

VALLEY :  Snow  flurries  with  very  little  moisture.  Temperature  averaging  aro-und 

4d  degrees.  Very  unfavorable  growing  conditions.  Winter  snow  was  much 
lighter  than  the  past  year,  but  with  the  high  winds  throughout  the  winter,  the  snow 
was  blown  in  the  low  places,  wnich  kept  roads  blocked  but  did  not  give  us  any  mois¬ 
ture.  Moisture  conditions  at  seeding  time  were  r^'C  or ,  and  very  little  winter  wheat 
was  planted.  Crop  conditions  at  this  tim.e  look  very  unfa.vcrable .  Livestock  condi¬ 
tions  are  none  too  good.  Much  feed  was  shi-pped  into  the  county  during  the  v/inter. 
Stock  stood  up  fairly  v^rell  until  the  storm  a  week  ago,  ?/hich  caused  heavy  losses  in 
sheep  and  some  in  cattle.  Stockmen  are  still  feeding  heavily  as  there  is  no  grass 
to  turn  out  on.  A  little  salt  sage  in  the  bad  lands  section  gives  some  feed.  Lit¬ 
tle  call  for  labor  and  not  mary  looking  for  labor  on  the  farms. 

V/H  SAT  LANE :  Extremely  dry  during  the  winter  and  early  spring.  During  the  past 

several  weeks  considerable  moisture  has  fallen  in  the  county  in  the  forii 
of  heavy  snow  and  rain,  resulting  in  much  improved  moisture  conditions.  This  mois¬ 
ture  has  been  general  over  the  co-unty  and  -oarticularly  heavy  in  the  southern,  west¬ 
ern,. and  eastern  portions;  while  the  central  part  received  some  moisture,  it  was 
light.  Due  to  the  moist-ure  received  during  the  past  IJ  days,  the  conditions  for 
crops  are  better  than  they  have  been  for  the  mast  five  or  six  years.  In  general, 
livestock  have  come  through  the  winter  in  good  condition,  with  very  little  loss. 
Stockmen  have  been  forced  to  ship  in  considerable  feed,  particularly  concentrates 
in  the  form  of  cotton  cake.  This  purchase  of  feed  has  be'-en  larger  during  the  past 
winter  than  normally.  Hay  supulies  are  adequate  to  ca,rry  the  stock  till  grass  in 
most  cases  "unless  we  experience  an  extremely  late  s-oring. 

WIBAUX :  Heavy  snow  March  24.  Cold  weather  since.  More  snow  and  blizzard  April  2. 

_Cloud3^  weather  entire  week.  Moisture  readily  absorbed  by  ground.  Still 
about  6  inches  of  snow  on  the  level  now.  A  normal  grain  crop  v/ill  be  planted  if 
seed  can  be  obtained.  Corn  acreage  will  be  materially  increased.  April  moisture 
ctniitions  favorable  for  planting;  however,  there  is  no  s'absoil  moisture.  Livestock 
in  fairly  good  condition.  Some  herds  quite  thin.'  Light  losses  reported  during  the 
v/inter  of  both  sheep  and  cattle.  Last  week  weather  has  been  hard  on  stock. 

(Continued  on  Page  5-) 
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YELLOi/YSTOiiE :  precipitation  for  paso  week,  0.26  inch.  Weather  cool  with  int? 

mittent  rains  and  snov/s  over  entire  co'anty.  G-eneral  growing  co.^ 
ti'^ns  delayed  by  cool,  wet  weather.  Winter  wheat  renorted  in  good  condition 
throughout  dry  land  areas.  No  other  crops  seeded  due  to  wet,  stormy  v/ea-ther.  Some 
field  work  has  been  done,  but  practically  no  seeding.  Range  grass  beginning  to 
green  up,  but  growth  has  been  held  oack  by  cool  weabher.  Most  livestock  has  come 
through  the  winter  in  fair  shape.  However,  more  feeding  than  anticipated  has  been 
done  in  many  areas.  Some  losses  of  stock  during  past  month.  Most  of  lambing  com¬ 
pleted  on  the  project,  with  good  crop  reported.  Crickets  have  hatched  in  a  few 
instances  in  the  south  area  of  Yellowstone  County.  Plans  a.re  being  made  for  an 
intensive  cricket  control  campaign. 


Helena,  Montanaj 
April  7,  1937- 


This  map  shows  the  oercentage  oi’  noi'’mal  precipitation 
that  occurred  in  hontana  during;  the  S-month  period,  October, 
1933  to  Ihrch,  1937,  inclusive. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
W3e'»*ther  Bureau —— Bureau  of  Asricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  the  Week  Ecdifig  Tuesday,  April  13,  1937. 


issued  jointly  by  iho  Division  cf  Crop  and  Livestock  £stir:aies  anc  iho  Weaihor  Duroau. 

Offices:  Fourth  Fioor,  Fodcra/  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana, 

V/eather  cenditiens  during  the  past  week  were  mere  fevcrable  for  plant  growth 
and  fa.rming  operations.  Vv'arm,  windy  weather  removed  nearly  all  of  the  sno’w  cover 
remaining  from  last  week  on  lower  elevations,  and  dried  soils  sufficiently  to  per¬ 
mit  consider.'^ "ble  plowing,  ha,rrcwing,  and  some  seeding.  A  few  scattered  areas  about 
the  State  remained  snow-covered,  frozen,  or  too  wet  for  field  vrork. 

Soil  moisture  conditions  improved  in  the  northeast  as  the  result  of  melting 
snows  and  good  absorption,  and  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State  from  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  moderate  showers  and  snowfall  near  the  close  of  the  v/eek.  Perth  of 
moisture  in  dryland  soils  ranged  from  3  to  18  inches,  and  on  the  average  mostly 
around  5  and  ^  inches.  Stubble  land  showed  more  moisture  in  numerous  instances 
than  s'ummerf allow.  Most  dryland  sections  report  no  subsoil  moisture  with  the  future 
of  grain  crops  and  grass  after  the  starting  period  entirely  dependent  upon  seasonal 
rainfall. 

Winter  grains  and  grass  responded  v/ith  some  growth  to  increased  sunshine  and 
mostly  acove  normal  temperatures,  but  freezing  nights  prevented  any  rapid  develop¬ 
ment.  Tree  and  early  shrub  buds  were  reported  bursting  in  the  warmer  Bitterroot 
and  Yellowstone  Valleys.  Spring  continues  backwari,  perhaps  as  much  as  -  two  weeks 
for  the  State  as  a  whole,  with  Carbon  County  reporting  the  latest  season  in  17  years 

Winter  wheat  v/as  reported  somewhat  improved.  Its  general  condition  varies  from 
poor  to  excellent.  Abandonment  on  the  average  is  expected  to  be  between  2T  to  25 
percent,  largely  because  of  lack  of  moisture  for  fall  germination  and  carrying  the 
plants  through  winter.  Spring  wheat  seeding  is  getting  underway  slowly.  Seed  beds 
are  being  prepared  for  sugar  beets,  a  little  seeding  of  which  has  already  been  done 
in  the  Yellswstone  Valley. 

Ranges  and  pastures  are  coming  to  -life  slowly,  but  the  prospect  of  much  new 
grass  by  heavy  lambing  time  is  poor.  Hay  meadows  appear  in  good  shape.  Alfalfa 
and  tame  hay  have  not  started  a,nd  need  warmer  v/eather.  There  has  been  considerable 
reduction  in  the  alfalfa  acreage  in  the  southeast  during  the  last  several  years 
because  of  drought.  More  m.oisture  is  ba,dly  needed  for  grass  in  Teton  County. 

Livestock  conditions  are  unchanged  from  last  week,  except  that  weather  condi¬ 
tions  have  been  more  favorable,  especially  for  lambing  and  calving.  Livestock  are 
Deginning  to  rustle  considera,ble  old  feed  on  ranges  in  the  west,  although  still 
requiring  more  or  less  supplementary  feeding.  Heavy  feeding  of  imported  hay  and 
concentrates  continued  in  the  east,  ?/here  native  fora,ge  a-side  from.stubble  fields 
is  lacking  be'^ause  of  drought  and  insect  damage  last  season.  Livestock  which  have 
been  wintered  in  surplus  feed  areas  in  this  and  adjoining  States  are  being  returned 
to  their  home  range. 

plans  for  insert  control  are  being  formulated  in  southern  counties,  where 
serious  infestations  are  expected  this  season,  and  crickets  are  already  p-n-ocaring. 


Warm,  windy  weather  reduced  the  mo'ontain  snow  cover  more  ra.pidly  but  resulted 
in  no  appreciable  increase  in  strea.m  flov/. 


Weekly 

Temperature 

and  Free ip 

it at  ion  Lata 

Station 

Temperature 

Total  Precipita-t  ion  Sunshine 
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This  Week 
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87 

3C 
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* 

Sozeman  . 

53 

19 
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57 

22 
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71 

32 
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"'.19 
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89 

28 
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Great  Palls  . . . . 

^9 
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72 
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0.21 

88 

HELENA  . 

25 
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71 
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5? 

28 
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48 
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89 

24 
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Malta  . 

.  69 

27 
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* 

Miles  City  . 

72 

32 
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Missoula  . 

82 

28 
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^he  following  coanty  oummaries  of  ^ro  '‘on  iticn?  for  "'pek  en  ing  Anril  1C,  1937- 
are  farnish-^d  througn  the  coart^-ey  of  fiireotor  J.  C-  Taylor,  .iontana  State 
Extension  Ser^'ice. 

BEAVERHEAP :  TeniT:>eratu''’e  cool  to  cold;  small  amount  of  snow  fell,  in  some  sections; 

snow  me  It  in.’  slowly.  Good  soil  moisture  to  datr  -?'or  v/orki’^g  ground  and 
starting  'Tass;  no  field  v/ork  started;  water  outlock  fa.vorable.  Ore  hunch  o^  steers 
reuorted  sold  at  eight  and  three  fourtiis  cents;  no  a,cti  uty  in  viool. 

BL4I1IE :  'ffeather  conditions  norm''-l  for  this  time  of  year,  po  ■nrecinit-'’tion .  The 

snov/  which  fell  last  'veek  is  all  melted  'uid  nas  imTDroAred  soil  conditions 
considerably ■  Some  field  work  being  done  in  the  Milk  River  Valley.  General  condi¬ 
tions  nave  not  chanf.'cd  since  last  '''eek.  Stock  y/xxicn  ^’^-s  v.untcred  in  tne  Milk  Rivr 
Valley  h^s  oe^n  jcovcdto  the  homi  r-’nge  during  tne  piast  eek.  A.I30  stock  th-'t  v.'p.s 
shinned  to  surnlus  feed  areas  for  v'intering  is  now  returning  to  the  home  rpng"  . 
Gonsid'raolc  hay  and  concentra  ..e  s  ''-re  till  oeing  ''urohased  by  stockmen.  R-'^nge 
shov.fs  no  gro  .'th  of  gra.ss  as  yet.  Conditions  of  livestock  norm^A  for  this  time  of 
ye  ar . 

CARBCN :  Vifeather  warm.- r ,  v'ith  only  pr^-ci  lit  at  ion  in  tne  ’-ustern  oorticn  in  ihe  form 

of  light  snows;  sno’.vs  h-'^ve  melted  on  f^rm  I'^nd  in  all  n'^rts  of  the  county, 
■■uth  the  cxc'ntion  of  th-  Luther  territory.  Farming  h^s  st-^rt'o  in  ti.c  Clerks  Fork 
Valle:/.  Muc..  ploy/ing  and  some  s-cding  ueing  done.  Gr^Bs  is  0 'ginning  to  start  on 
iiills.  Stock  in  fair  condition  nut  in  som-'  c-’ses  is  orginnin-g  to  sho’"  th/  shortage 
of  f'-'-d.  The  cj-inty  is  organizing  for  crickt  t  control. 

CHOUTEAU :  No  moisture  durin^  t.ie  v.m-'k.  is  g  n  rally  dry  and  'indy.  No 

vegetaticn  n^s  st- rted  .  ue  to  lo'.''  t  e  ...y-;,  rat  ^r '  s  am.  l--ck  of  moist'ur-.  Soil 
moist'ure  is  v^ry  deficient,  and  cro  'roe.ucticn  is  dc'ocnde'nt  lar  ely  uion  season?.! 
rainfall.  Wineer  ’-Ueat  is  s ‘‘Otted  -  nd  is  far  D  'hlud  ih'-  normal  s'orin.'.  Farmers 
a.r-'  still  feeding  liTestO'''k  --s  no  -r-ss  is  yt  ■^v-=il-U'A'' . 

CUS  TER  -  -Q  ‘,/I'F~  R I VFP  :  War.mer  "'cather  im''roving  gro’'dng  cenditiens.  No  -ore  ci'oitat  ion . 

Seeding  of  gr^in  crops  now  o  ginning.  Soil  moisture  no'-^  suffi¬ 
cient  to  start  ‘ --rly  crrc  '^s,  but  more  r-in  will  b'-  n-eded  1-ter.  Acr-.-’ge  of  gr'^  :n 
cro  s  will  probably  not  c.i.ce^d  norm,--l.  Vlf'Afa  fields  h'-ve  not  3/r  t  greened  un,  but 
show  signs  of  life  -fter  fe-  --  d-^ys  of  ’-"^rm  ’-'eather.  A  ni  gei  u  rcent‘'’ge  of  the  acre¬ 
age  of  this  cro-o  h'^s  been  killed  out  by  dre  uti.  in  193^  'oreceding  dry  ye'^  s. 
Reseeding  of  alfcolfa  txiis  ye-^r  'dll  only  or  m.cdrr-'“e.  Shce-n  ^n  c--ttle  still  on 
feed.  Only  fevr  outfits  •-'ode  to  get  sufficient  gr--aing  done"  "'it.i  conce  ntr-’tes . 
Stock  gener  =  ll:'  in  thin  flesh,  out  vdnterod  ..ettrr  th-  ?  y'''^r  a.go .  Recent  snO".'s 
provided  enougii  moisture  for  e-ply  grass  for  l--mbing,  "hich  will  begin  in  ■'’.uo'ut 
t\70  ’”eeks. 


PANIELS  :  Two  light  sno-'storms  orcught  only  slight  precinitaticn .  More  n--'^dcd  to 

germinate  seeds.  Some  seeding  in  Scooey  '-’re'a.  Liv^s'cock  in  f-^dr  condit¬ 
ion  ranging  in  stubble  fields  -nd  '^'rairic.  SC'"d  lo-^n  situ'^ticn  C.K- 

I),A..;'S0N :  Vifeathcr  clea.red  forcoart  of  the  ’''e''k  'vncl  h-'^  1/  cc'nti'.iued  f-vor-ble.  Fields 
v/ill  soon  permit  farm  operations.  Fiedd  -'ork  just  'tting  'under  -'-'y  -dth 
conditions  f-vorablc  for  gt  r.min-d  ion .  Fading  of  livestock  continues.  Vann  days 
beneficial. 

FAL  'jQN  d  CARTER  :  Moderate  trmprr-^.ture  witn  sne:''  r’anidly  d isau'^'ie aring .  Grovdng 

conditions  f'^ir  to  ood.  As  rr  s'ult  of  pastsnow,  mois-oure  sufficient 
to  me^kefor  good  seed  ood.  Present  in'lic'^tie'ns  th--t  seeding  o'oerations  -ill  st-'rt 
v/ith  full  force  as  soon  -s  f.e>_rmers  .■^rc  aole  to  get  into  tne  field.  "^ra.sshou'aer  sit¬ 
uation  still  questionable.  Range  ccnd.iticns  'anim'prcved  bec.-'-'use  grass  ha.s  not  sta.rted 
tnis  snring.  With  continued  -'.arm  d.-.ys  gr-ss  s.iOul.d  sxiow  signs  of  much  growth.  Sc  ill 
Necessary  to  feed  livestock  and  ’"ill  oe  for  short  time  to  come.  Liv-'stock  ar'ce-'^r 
to  ne^ve  come  through  the  ’-/intcj'  in  fair  sxiapc  • 

FERGUS ;  V'  ry  little  moist'ure  duri'i,  P' st  '"cek.  Uarm-r  d-ys  sta.rtin;:  grcv.'th.  Some 
ndntcr  -'nrat  m-^kinur  mor"'  s-'ti sf.-cto ry  -progress  ti.-'n  "t--s  first  ew'^eat-'. 
S'oring  seeding  st--'rted  in  'nr.a.cti 0='!'' y  --11  narts  of  th'  countcu  Good  '■re'^th'r  'O'/st 
■■'eek  has  helped  l-^mbing  o-pe r-at  ions  . 

FL.A.THEAP :  Light  'oreci'oit -'tion  the  fore  icart  of  the  ’''.ek.  Wrmer  during  the  latter 
part.  A  numb-'T  of  farmers  h-ve  started  s-iaring  ■plc’-’ing  "^nd  a  fey.'  are 
v'orkinw  dorm  seed  beds  in  pre'oa'cat ir  n  for  ed'^ntiru"  ne:-'!  ’-'eek.  Gro-  'ing  conditions 
iia.ve  been  fai:  ■'-.dth  some  fields  of  ’'int'r  ’"heat  cegirnning  to  shew  considerable 
growth.  The  indica.ted  -nercentage  of  ’"int'-r  ’-'heat  -'hich  "'inter  killed  w-s  not  chang¬ 
ed  from  last  'A'ceks  report.  Livestock  conditions  -re  good.  Some  feed  is  a.vadlabde 
on  the  range,  but  most  operators  are  continuing  v/ith  su'oplr ment al  feeding.  The 
lamb  crop  m.-^y  be  slightly  smaller  tua^n  l-^st  ye'^r. 


(Continued  on  page  2.) 
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'  County  Si:urim^?ries  of  Cro'o  Conditions,  endim^  Ayril  ITth, _ 1937  "  Page  2. 

GALLATIN :  Lore  port  of  v^eek  ratn^r  heavy  sno’v  in  the  vicinity  of  Lozeman.  No  snow 

in  the  halance  of  the  county.  Latter  part  of  vreek  generally  fair  with 
average  hi^.-h'^r  temperatures,  plowing  and  nrep.-'rat ion  of  seed  bed,  under  way  in  ex¬ 
treme  west  end  of  the  county.  Balance  of  the  county  either  still  covered  with  snow 
or  too  wet  for  field  work.  Still  too  early  to  determine  winter  wheat  urosp^-cts , 
although  reports  generally  more  favorabl.e  than  a  week  ago.  Some  ditch  cleaning  be¬ 
ing  done.  Some  of  the  h-rds  of  botn  cattle  and  sheen  shinned  to  this  count;/  for 
wintering  a.re  now  being  returned  to  home  ranges.  Farm  flock  lambing  completed. 

Range  lambing  not  yet  started.  Important  meeting;  county  cattle  nroducers  held 
Thursday  for  v/hich  v/ork  was  started  towards  increasing  quality  in  production  of 
feeder  cattle.  This  was  a.ttended  by  about  PpO  local  cattle  nroducers.  Large  in¬ 
crease  in  the  amount  of  poison  grain  for  gro and  squirrels  being  used  over  the  same 
peeriod  a  yea.r  ago  . 

GAr.LILLD  -  FETROLENlvi :  Moisture  condition  adequate  to  start  grass  and  early  crons 
grov/ing.  Warm  weather  during  latter  part  of  v:eek.  Moisture  sufficient  to 
encoarage  some  planting  of  crops.  Livestock  feeding  continues. 

GLACIEP. ;  Weather  mild.  Snov/  drifts  going  rapidly.  No  nrecipitat  ion .  No  cold 

weather.  S'‘ring  work  starting.  Pastures  continue  to  get  greener.  Live¬ 
stock  in  fair  shane  depending  unon  hay  available  daring  nast  winter.  !^any  sheen 
tagged  in  nrenaration  for  lamoing.  A.deouate  labor.  Some  renorts  of  grasshonners 
hatching  out.  Considerable  gonher  noisoning  going  on. 

HILL  :  Moisture  conditions  b'-low  normaH .  No  field  work  has  started  '^s  yet.  East 
one-half  of  the  county  v.ull  start  field  work  this  coming  week.  Th^re  will 
be  at  leca.st  another  week  before  fields  ’aill  be  dry  enough  to  start  work  in  tne  west 
one-half  of  the  county.  Winter  wheag  a^’^narently  has  come  through  the  v/inter  vuth 
very  small  p'^rcentage  of  winter  kill.  Ptanges  are  starting  ver3."  slowly.  Livestock 
in  very  no or  condition. 

JULITH  BASIN:  precipitation  very  slight,  temnrra.ture s  moderate,  Grov.'ing  conditions 
imnroving.  Moisture  conditions  on  surf.a.ce  soil  good,  sub-soil 
moisture  considerably  below  normal.  Winds  beginning  to  dry  top  soil.  F^irming 
opera.tions  will  start  within  the  next  week  if  similar  conditions  prevail.  Grass 
turning  green  in  some  places.  Feed  situafion  acute  but  v;ill  be  relieved  v/ithin 
two  weeks  if  present  conditions  continue. 

LAKE :  Weather  forena.rt  of  week  unsettled  v/itii  li/-'ht  rains  ^-nd  snow.  Latter  part 

of  week  clear;  t^'mp^rature  higher  during  darg,  lig’ht  freeze  one  night.  Field 
work  well  under  wa;/  letter  p-rt  of  week.  No ,  not iceable  cron  daraa.ge  from  freeze. 

Stock  turned  out  on  spring  range  in  most  localities  in  count:/. 

LEY/ IS  &  CLIRK  -  BROALV'/ATER:  Too  cool  for  starting  of  gra.in.  Prccinitation  not 

favora.ble  except  close  in  to  mo^'antain  areas.  Field 
work  is  increasing  in  scope,  but  held  baick  ccnsiderabl.y  b:/  cool  weather  a.nd  in 
some  cases  moisture  conditions.  All  conditions  affectinr  crons  being  wa.tched 
closely  and  the  r-.creage  of  crons  put  in  will  depend  l^'irgel:’'  on  fiitare  moisture 
developments.  Some  concern  is  being  felt  regarding  the  available  inrig'--tion  water 
in  parts  of  the  counties.  Livestock  feeding  Gontinu''d.  Lamoing  and  c--lving  nro- 
gressing  satisfrcctorily . 

IvlADISON  L  JEFFERSON:  Cold  aend  windy  during  foreP''-rt  of  week.  L.atter  lU^lf  of  week, 

f.air  and  ?'arm,  oat  wind  continu'd.  No  nrecipitat  ion .  Grow¬ 
ing  conditions  imnroved  over  previous  week,  w’ith  some;  crass  st.eirting  to  t'arn  green. 
Spring  plov:ing  and  other  t:/nes  of  cultivation  got  under  v:ay  in  ne'^rly  eii  1  oreas  dur¬ 
ing  na.st  week.  A  few  farmers,  st'^rted  seeding  snring  crains  on  fall  nlowed  land. 

Only  slight  cha.nge  in  condition  of  livestock  over  p:  evious  week,  'with  feed  supnlies 
still  i'n  goed  shape  in  most  instances.  S"'rin£r  calving  well  under  way,  with  report 
of  some  loss  in  one  area  due  to  unkno^vn  cause.  Conditions  much  improved  over  pre¬ 
vious  week  for  ''arly  lambing  and  calving. 

iViCAGHER :  Occasional  snow,  temper.ature  moderatr,  soil  conditions  excell<-“nt.  Peren¬ 

nial  crops  apneared  to  have  wintered  well.  Y/int-r  grain  in  good  condition. 
Livestock' in  very  satisfactory  condition.  A  little  -'xtra  feed  oeginning  to  b° 
shipped  into  the  count;/,  although  local  suoply  is  nearly  sufficient.  Some  stock 
alread:/  grazing  in  lov/er  co'antry  now.  Considerable  s'arnlus  of  labor  at  present, 
principally  lambing  labor. 

MISSOULA:  Cool,  stormy  weath-'r  most  of  week,  Sca.tterrd  shov/ers  not  much  nrecfpita— 

tion.  Season  about  10  days  to  2  weeks  l-^^tcr  th.an  norra-al.  Winter  wheat 
damage  estimated  at  4o^o.  Plowing  a.nd  field  v:ork  in  full  swing  although  delayed  by 
soil  freezing  each  night.  Seedizig  of  spring  wheat  h.-s  started.  Gr.ass  h.ad  started 
to  grow  but  not  enougn  a.va..ilable  for  pasture.  Soil  moisture  is  deficient  in  most 
localities  although  satisfactory  for  plowing.  Still  feeding  hay  to  livestock  in 
many  localiti^-s.  Some  pa.sture  available  but  not  enoagh  to  improve  condition  of  cattl' 

PARK :  Fa.ir  and  wa.rrn  last  pa.rt  of  week,  skifts  of  snov.;  earl;'  n'^rt.  F'^'rmers  beginning 

plowing  and  some  grass  seeding  in  southern  -nark  of  county.  Poison  ordered, 
for  cricket  program.  5^  tons  grasshopper  b.-^it  on  hand.  Serious  infestation  of  both 
forecasted.  Many  stockmen  running  short  of  feed;  no  spring  grass  yet.  Lambing  and 
caAving  r --ported  normal. 


(Continued  on  page  3') 
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County  Surtimaries  of  Cro~n  ’^onditio:i3 ,  C erk  ►'ndin-  A.^^r  11  1 } ,  1957  -  3 

PHILLIPS ;  No  precipitation.  Mod-rrte  temperature  has  meltfd  nil  snow  of  l^-st  '.’'eek 
and  g'round  aksoroed  most  of  moi.ture  whicn  v'^ri'^d  from  .  50  to. 75  inches. 
Small  amount  of  field  v.'ork  done  in  irrigated  section,  hut  none  r^-uorted  on  dry  land. 
Moisture  conditions  a  little  more  feyorahle,  and  pen-rally  considered  sufficient  to 
start  pra.ss.  Livestock  still  on  feed  and  in  fair  condition.  Hardest  montns  yet  to 
come  until  ranpe  picks  up.  No  calvinp  or  lamhinv  r^norted  to  date. 

POHDEPJi;  keatner  v/arrn  a.nd  bripiit  this  v/e-ek.  Hiffh  viiids  on  W'^dnesdey.  No  nrecipi- 
tation.  Moisture  reservr  s  v^ry  ov-  r  the  county.  Farmers  he '.’an  field 
or)f  ra.t ions  this  week.  Some  sections  of  the  county  too  '.ve  t  to  pet  into,  esnecially 
in  (cast  end.  Summer  fallov;  in  eo'ceilrrit  condition.  Suosoil  moisture  ranpes  in 
depth  from  6  to  18  inches.  No  seeddne-  of  croes  this  week.  Renne  p-'Stures  in  the 
east  and  west  ends  of  the  county  have  oetter  moisture  conditions  th'^.n  a  y^ar  npo , 
but  a.dd.ition.al  moisture  needed.  Livestock  liquidation  in  the  T);-st  six  weeks  was 
a  bit  ahove  normal  due  to  the  hiph  price  of  feed.  Some  feed  reserves  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  De  carried  over.  Farm,  flock  lambinp  started  this  week,  but  the  l^rper  portion 
of  Iambi will  be  next  week. 

PRAIRIE:  heather  conditions  have  oeen  favorable.  Snow  meltina-  s].0'"ly  and  being 

readily  n,bsorbed  by  tiie  soil.  Nights  cool  and,,  days  f.airly  ’-'arm.  Fields 
too  wet  for  field  work.  Possioly  ’.vill  oe  able  to  st-'-rt  field  o-n-'T" tions  by  tne 
middle  of  tne  week.  A.ppears  to  ce  quite  a  short-^’e  of  seed  pr.-^ins.  Livestock  is 
in  a  serious  situ'-tion  due  to  th--  lonp  feeding  r)''-riod  and  lack  of  cov^r  on  the 
natural  grass  lands. 

RICHLAND :  General  moderate  snows  durin''--  th-a  fore  n^rt  of  the  week  resulting  in  a. 

fairly  good  soil  moisture  condition.  TeiTioer 'tures  considerabl''  hipher 
in  later  part  of  w'eek.  Drying  of  the  soil  taking  '■'’lece  enablinp  some  f'^rm  work  to 
begin.  Outlook  for  crons  are  f--’irly  good,  with  considerable  ontimism  nr -vailing 
a,morig  f’^irmers  re-gard.ing  snring  nlariting.  Livestock  situ'-tion  unchanged.  Consider- 
a.ble  feed  shortage.  Some  surplus  of  tranEi'''nt  l^-bor  notic‘’'d  but  local  lebor  in 
gen-'-ral  being  absorbed  by  P.  k.  pro.p'cts. 

ROSES 'JD :  No  moisture  received  d'ariri;'  wc-.'k  and  v-'ry  little  seeding  done.  Seeding 
of  sug.ar  beets  ex:Pr:,  ct  to  st'-rt  next  './eck.  E^rly  estimates  indicate 
about  25%  of  v/inter  w'heat  winter  killed.  Some  f'-ums-rs  wa.itin  returns  on  seed 
loaui  apnl icat ions  to  start  soring  v.'he.at  seeding.  It  "'ill  oe  necess'^ry  to  continue 
moderate  feeding  to  suTTolement  r'^n-gc  until  no’"  grass  .'.'rk's  some  o’rC’;,’th. 

SANDERS :  Moist-are  sun-nly  ver  '  lo’?'.  Precinit'-ition  for  'oeriod  Oct.  1  to  ,A.riril  1  was 
only  hofo  of  normal.  Ttu?  'winter  snow  sanoly  in  hiph  a-itituie  is  Gcfo  of 
normal.  The  surface  moisture  conditions  very  good  from  recent  ra-ins.  Linter  wha^t 
in  fair  condition.  5i/o  failed  to  come  uw  b-'-'fere  winter  .accoant  of  lo’"  f-ll  moisture 
y/he,a.t  fields  show'ing  green  cond  liakin.-.;  good  ...-ro  -th.  H^y  ne'’’dcws  in  very  good,  condi¬ 
tion  witn  little  winter  daxia.-pf  .  Livestock  in  -Tod  condition.  ijirile  feed  surnly. 
Lamoing  in  progress  with  ideal  wo  "’tli'r  and.  hij;!!  percentage  of  lambs  re-norted. 

Farmers  in  field  with  spring  'work. 

SH?RIDAN :  Drying,  frost  still  in  ,-aro-and.  ’.'■.'nerr  there  is  moisture;  cool  for  this  time 
of  ye.ar.  A  fe'v  scattered  cases  of  ''nu.^t  seedin'"  st-  rted.  on  s^ndy  soils, 
otherwise  unchanged.Livestoc'^  condition  unch.''-n;':ed. . 

SL"ESTGR.A.SS :  Precipitation,  none.  Heavy  frosts  at  ni.;ht.  warms  u ')  during  day. 

There  is  .abc  .:.t  6  to  10  inches  of  snow  which  covers  bOfo  of  the  county, 
crusted  amid  beirge  absorbed  slowly.  Frost  go  in;.-  cat  of  tne  ground.  Reads  impassable 
Wheat  and  ^.rass  under  soiow  striting.  Field  work  storting  on  fell  ‘o'.lowing’ .  No 
seeding  started.  C-'ttle  ia  neer  ccnditicn.  sc  i.;ew'h''-t  better  cendition  but 

as  a  whole,  they  are  bedc’v  ncrm-al .  L-’r^bing  in  f^r"'  flcc^'^s  st-'rted.  Good  percentage 
of  lambs.  Some  loss  due  to  ncor  wintering.  Co-lving  started  ii  smnqi 

TETON :  No  precin)it'''ticn.  Extremely  dry  and  ’-’'indy  ''.'e'’th-r.  Freezing  t emperetures 

every  night.  Gra.ss  starting  tc  cc  r.’P  in  few  pl''-ces  but  ba.dly  in  need  of 
moisture.  4  few  scattered  f'-*rmers  have  started  v'h*  at  seed.ing  oper  "t  ions .  Seed 
bed  hu-s  practically  no  rnoist-are  cv-'r  the  gre.at'r  n-'.-gt  of  the  cop.nty.  Alrng  the 
northern  edge  mcisturp’  conditions  are  a  little  mcra  favor-  bla.  A  fav.'  scoottered 
ranches  report  a  good  calf  crop.  i/eather  c."nditicns  eve  f'-’vcr'Oole  for  lajabing, 
.a.lthcugh  net  raany  flocks  have  start'd  lambing  as  jo-at. 

VALLEY :  A-oprcxinatcly  6  inches  cf  snew  in  western  pcrticn  "  f  the  county,  but  much 
lighter  in  the  eastern  portion.  M-cder,a,te  winds  .are  drying  out  the  little 
accumul-aked  winter  precipit  at  ion .  Temoerature  •■bout  ncrmpl  for  this  tima  of  the 
season.  //ith  limited  amount  cf  ucistui'e,  fariwrs  are  debating  v/hether  tc  seed  cn 
dry  land  or  not.  Irriccated  f^’m^rs  "-re  pr'p --ring  sr-"d  beds  "nd  cc  editions  quite 
favorable.  Coinp.-crat ivcly  hr.a.vy  suga.r  oeet  ,a,crea.gc  to  be  plant-'-al  in  Glasgow  and 
Nashua,  districts.  Farmers  "re  contracting  bests.  SuriiiOrf allow  carri"s  an  average 
cf  three  inches  cf  moisture.  St'abDle  greand  carries  .an  aver-'ge  cf  fi--e  to  six 
inches  cf  ;,icisture.  Continuing  tc  shi'a  feed  into  the  ccant-y.  All  l.ivestcck  must 
De  kept  cn  fc-d,  a.s  the-’C'  is  no  grass  cr  n."tive  fcra..,rc  fer  anim.als.  Sheepmen  worry¬ 
ing  about  available  grass  at  lambi-ig  time. 

WHEAT L.ii'Tp :  Some  moisture  durin.'  p.ast  weex  in  east  a.nd  nerthrost  portions  cf  the 

county.  During  later  part  cf  ’v’eek  weath‘-r  has  Y/"irmed  up  considerably. 

(Continued  bn  page  4.) 
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Ccunty  Sui/iinaries  cf  Oreo  Condi  tic  nr-  -  enciin  ^_oril  10,  1937  ~  ^ 

Reports  indicate  that  ''-inter  pheat  is  in  s-nendid  condition  with  not  tc  exc^^'d  10^ 
winter  kill.  During;  the  Tnist  ''eek  Severn''  cf  the  ranre  C'D^r'^'tcrs  stf'rted  lanbitv". 

b'lBAlJX :  Nc  nreci-oitaticn  durirp  the  'reek.  Cccl  v/eather  first  nart  cf  v'eek.  "arraer 
latter  part.  Most  cf  the  sue  w  in  fielo.s  is  new  ii5Plt--'d.  Very  little  seed- 
in^;^  Vv'il],  he  dene  before  week  cf  A''-iril  16  even  if  '-"e'^tner  C''''ndit ions  r  -main  favorable. 
Moisture  conditions  favcrablf  for  starting  cf  .-ind  ■■■Xfiss  ji:rov/th.  ITc  sub-s':"il 

raoisturc.  Three  f^iiaers  renc  rtina  scue  wh'^at  seeded  before  snow.  Snow  and  cold 
v.'eather  resulted  in  incrocased  n-^ed  cf  hr-'y  '’iid  fo-'^d.  In  larye  najerity  cf  c'^ses 
cattle  will  have  tc  be  fed  un.til  new  yrass  copies.  A  few  reverted  lambing  and  Ccolv- 
ing  cciuoleted  with  ncrnal  crer). 

YELLO'./STOhE:  .-iCather  wanned  un  cc  nsidera  bl  /  d-uriny  the  past  'week.  However,  cold 

nights  with  considerable  frost.  GrowiUf.-:  conditions  fair.  v/inter 
wheat  reiocrtod  throughout  dry  land  area.s,  wit.n  sene  grciwth  st.arting  during  tne  past 
week.  All  far-mers  in  the  irrigated  sections  busy'  in  the  fi-lds.  Sene  beets  being 
seeded  and.  sene  v/heat,  light  shc'wers  slc-ieing  the  work.  Sno'w  a.nd  ncisture  cc-nd.it ions 
still  such  tha.t  nest  dryland  areas  ca.nnct  get  into  the  fields  yet.  R'-'ng’P  gr^iss 
greeninc'  un  cc  nsidc-rcobly .  Most  li^^estcc'’^  in  f'^ir  shape,  but  extra  feeding  has 
been  necessary  due  to  short  range.  Crickets  hatching  on  south  sl'^oos  a.nd  unpro¬ 
tected.  areas  and  cricket  cannaign  tc  get  und^r  W3,y  by  the  middle  cf  next  week. 

CASCADE :  No  precipitation  for  the  past  week.  i-opre .xin.at cly  gCfo  cf  norra^l  pr-cip- 

itaticn  received  up  tc  this  tine.  Ic  iw-'serv^e  cf  sub-soil  moisture,  there 
being  only  sufficient  surface  me  istur^-  tc  st.art  crons,  a.nd  crc'''  orcsnccts  denend 
entirely  on  spring  mcisture.  The  season  is  about  ncrnal,  cc nsidcra.ble  field  work 
a.lready  completed.  Farmers  ax'"-  in  the  fields  or^n-r ing  for  s'oring  seeding.  Winter 
wheat  very  snetted.  No  stands  renorted  north  of  the  Missouri  River.  Some  g'-cd 
fields  reported  near  foe  thills  in  Ki.e-hwccds  and  Tittle  Belts.  prosnects  for  crops 
on  winter  'wheat  where  good  stands  exist  a.re  bett-r  th.an  in  any  s-nrin,.'  wheat  section 
at  this  date.  Survival,  of  alfalfa  and  oth-r  tai..ie  ha.y  is  satisfactcr.y .  Increased 
interest  in  irrigation  develonmcnt  and.  feed  nrcduction  manifest  in  all  sections  cf 
the  count.y  v.ricre  development  possibilities  rirovail .  di.a.t  e  credit  ne.ds  cf 

farmers  are  being  s-'t  isf ''ctc  rily  ■.'iet  thrcadi  PC.l,  seed.  Ica.ns  and  Soil  Gonserv'^ticn 
payments.  Tne  condition  of  livestock  is  in  direct  rel'^ticn  tc  ammunt  of  feed 
available  on  individu'^1  r.^ncho  s  ‘-ami  r'->nf;'"'S  fre.m  vry  tnin  to  'x  cd.  Som'^  herds  have 
suffc-re-d  hcav'j."  losses  due  tc  un : xn ' c t d.  Ion.-.’  feeding  p--ricd.  I-To  surnlus  cf  labor 
th'^t  is  qualified  ■■^■nd  willing  to  do  f-m.m  w'r’'". 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  0?  AGRICULTURE 


Woathor  Bureau 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AITD  CROP  CONDITiONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  the  Week  Endiiag  T'uesday,  April  20,  1937. 


tssuod  iGi.'itly  by  ihe  Division  of  Crop  and  Livesiock  Estimates  and  tho  Weather  Duroau. 

Offices:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Cffico  Building,  Helena,  Sioniana. 

Strong  irying  winds  during  the  past  week  improved  working  conditions 
in  irrigated  and  other  late  wet  sections,  but  deuleted  topsoils  of  some  of  their 
little  and  much  needed  moisture  in  other  sections  .  The  winds  caused  soil  blowing 
in  the  northern  and  drier  sections,  with  some  damage  to  winter  grains.  Frecirita- 
tion  for  the  week  oon''i3L.ed  of  a  few  light,  s^'attered  showers,  which  were  cf 
almost  no  benefit  because  of  the  high  winds  immediately  following  their  occurrence. 

Although  temperatuces  T/ere  mostly  above  rcrmed,  there  were  several  frosty 
nights  and  a  lack  of  adeyiate  sunshine,  whi-’h  ger.:,':olly  restricted  rapid  ie.’i-'elo-p- 
m.?n''‘.  of  vegetation.  Gioi  rains  are  urgently  nee:''';  in  a,  lev.  areas,  but  for  the 
State  as  a  whole  gj/oai  ir-rt  t-.-nei':'  c  xvould  result  f-;-,-),-;.  -.varm.  sunny  weather  dor  iiig  the 
next  few  days  for  tl.e  "uro'ioe  ni  accel‘=Ta.cing  tie  jf  and  relieving 

heao.y  feeling  of  Icvesnocn,  for  eocfoling  fai'mers  tn  f._ni;-r  ceeniog  of  early  grains 
and  promoting  germinsticn.  and  f'.  r  improving  the  conditi-n  of  'v'inter  wheat.  Be¬ 
cause  f  the  limitoi  am.!Ount  of  mois.ture  aA'ailable  in  dry  Land  top>3oils  and  an  almost 
complete  lack  of  subsoil  moisture  reserve,  greatest  beuei : t  would  only  continue 
fiom  such  a  warm  sunir/  sp.ell  from  gooi  rains  immediately  following. 

prospects  for  an  aiequate  suunly  of  irriga-tion  water  tnis  season  is  not 
go-^d  insofar  as  dependent  upon  mountain  snowfall  storage.  Snow  in  the  irrigation 
water  source  areas  is  oelow  normal  this  spring,  with  dry  soils  expected  to  absorb 
most  of  the  runoff.  Irrigation  '^f  fields  is  under  way  in  some  areas,  mostly  for 
the  purpose  cf  moistening  seed  beds  to  the  depth  of  subsoil  moisture. 

Field  work  has  become  gen er id.  throughout  the  State.  Much  seeding  of  early 
spring  grains,  sugar  beets,  and  grass  was  done  during  the  week.  Snring  v/heat  is 
25  to  5-  cent  seeded,  with  some  areas  reported  nearly  finished,  parly  spring 

grains  have  begun  to  sprout.  There  is  a  snortage  of  good  quality  grain  seed  in 
places.  While  soil  moisture  is  mostly  amule  for  startino:  growth,  other  growing 
conditions  for  this  time  of  season  have  not  been  as  good  as  in  recent  years,  plant 
growth  is  uerhaps  more  delayed  than  p-Dring  work.  The  season  for  ulant  growth  is 
considered  about  ten  days  late.  V/inter  wheat^  is  not  doing  so  ’veil.  Conditions 
are  spotted.  Some  needs  moisture,  and  all  needs  ’warmer  ’Areather.  Summerfallowing 
has  started.  Most  early  truck  garden  stuff  has  been  olanted  in  the  lower  Bitter¬ 
root  Valley.  Fruit  trees  and  berry  bushes  aTcrear  to  have  come  through  the  winter 
in  good  shape. 

Pastures  and  ranges  continue  coming  along  slo’vly.  New  grass  is  beginning 

to  furnish  some  feed  for  sheep,  but  is  still  too  short  for  other  livestock.  The 

late  snring  season  is  increasing  the  feed  snortage  and  causing  additional  losses 
among  thin  eastern  herds.  Alfalfa  is  showing  a  little  life  in  irrigated  fields, 
but  very  little  on  drylands.  Livestock  are  still  being  moved  back  fromi  ’Afinter 
feed  districts.  Considerable  activity  is  noted  in  connection  with  restocking  eastern 
ranges  Avith  sheep;  restocking  with  cattle  is  slow  because  of  present  high  -prices 
and  the' probaCoility  of  uocr  range  conditions  again  this  year.  Lambing  increased. 

The  percentage  of  lambs  has  been  high.  Many  range  outfits  have  not  started  lambing 
but  are  expected  to  get  under  way  this  ^omiing  week. 

A  survey  of  the  insect  situation  shows  crickets  and  grasshop-ners  hatching 
in  large  numbers  in  southern  districts.  Arsenic  dusting  for  crickets  is  expected 

to  start  at  once  in  areas  where  organization  for  control  has  been  completed. 


Vfeekly  Temperature  and  precir itat ion  Data 
Station  Temperature  Total  Precipitation  Sunshine 


Highest 

Lowest 

This  Week 

since  April  1. 

Percent  of  ; 

Billings  . 

7^, 

32 

T 

3 . 4r 

* 

Bozeman  . 

25 

C.2b 

l.c4 

Cut  Bank  . 

61 

2£ 

T 

T 

* 

Fort  peck  . . . . 

-JO 

33 

0.02 

? .  21 

* 

Glendive  . 

£2 

33 

T 

-.31 

Great  Palls  . . 

64 

30 

T 

0 . 10 

Havre  . 

66 

3^^ 

0.08 

0:  .  29 

b4 

HELENA  . 

63 

29 

T 

3.12 

61 

Kali  spell  .  .  .  . 

..  56 

3^ 

0.27 

:.49 

24 

Lewi  sto’AAn  .  .  .  . 

66 

23 

33 

T 

0 . 42 

* 

Malta  . 

67 

0 .  CO 

c .  73 

* 

Miles  City  .  .  . 

80 

34 

j.r3 

0.47 

66 

Missoula  . 

60 

3H 

0.33 

0.39 

36 

Poplar  . 

71 

28 

0.00 

0.36 

* 

*No  data. 

W.  p.  Maughan ,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and 
Livestock  Estimates. 
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The  follov/ing  county  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  April  17, 1937 > 
are  furnished  through  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHEAD :  Temperature  cool;  some  wind;  snow  still  holding  in  hills.  Field  work 
will  start  as  soon  as  the  weather  warms  up;  some  winter-killing  in 
alfalfa  reported-  Livestock  wintered  in  the  county  being  moved  out;  very  little 
loss  in  early  lambing. 

BIG  HORN :  A  light  precipitation  fell  early  in  the  week,  but  the  moisture  has  been 
sapped  by  high  winds  during  the  week  and  the  non-irrigated  sections  are 
somewhat  dry.  Land  in  irrigated  sections  is  still  wet  and  drying  weather  is  wel¬ 
comed.  Spring  wheat  seeding  nearly  completed,  but  beet  planting  Just  begun,  with  a 
large  acreage  contracted.  Nights  still  cold.  Range  is  slowly  turning  green  and 
cattle  are  generally  turned  out  on  it .  Lambing  well  along,  with  high  percentage  of 
lambs.  Rain  needed  to  hasten  the  grass.  Mormon  crickets  are  hatching  in  alarming 
numbers  and  several  communities  are  organizing  to  control  them  by  arsenic  dusting. 

BLAINE :  No  precipitation.  High  winds  prevailed  during  entire  week.  Growing  con¬ 
ditions  unfavorable,  due  to  cool,  frosty  nights.  Seeding  of  small  f^rains 
started  in  all  sections  of  the  county.  Seeding  of  sugar  beets  well  started  in  the 
valley.  Indications  point  toward  an  increased  beet  acreage.  Livestock  coming  back 
into  the  county  from  winter  feeding  points.  Stockmen  still  feeding  hay  and  concen¬ 
trates.  Range  grass  growth  is  slow. 

CARBON :  Very  dry  winds  in  most  sections;  no  precipitation  except  near  the  mountains 
Warm  weather,  but  cooler  Friday  and  Saturday.  Beet  seeding  begun  in  the 
Clarks  Fork  area.  Grain  seeding  very  well  along,  with  fields  drying  fast.  Winter 
wheat  making  fair  growth  in  most  sections  of  the  county.  Ranges  still  continue 
short.  Livestock  in  fair  condition;  still  showing  shortage  of  feed.  Cricket  contro 
work  progressing  daily;  dusting  v/ork  to  begin  soon. 

CASCADE :  No  precipitation  during  past  week.  High  winds  and  cool  weather  have  rob¬ 
bed  crop  land  of  practically  all  precipitation  which  had  fallen  hereto¬ 
fore,  doing  much  damage  to  winter  wheat  and  making  seeding  conditions  for  spring 
grain  unfavorable.  The  condition  of  winter  wheat  is  spotted.  In  the  northern  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  county,  practically  all  the  acreage  v/ill  be  reseeded,  while  in  the 
southern  section  and  Highwood  area,  indications  are  that  stands  a,re  still  fair. 
Damage  to  winter  wheat  reported  from  Army  cutworms  in  two  communities.  Spring  seed¬ 
ing  in  some  sections  has  started  and  summer fal ^  ov/ing  is  getting  under  way.  Contract 
for  sugar  beet  acreage  in  the  Fairfield  and  Sun  River  area  indicate  an  increase  of 
50^  in  this  crop.  Acreage  of  seed  peas  will  be  about  the  same  as  last  year.  Some 
increase  in  seeding  of  potatoes  is  indicated.  Seeding  conditions  on  irrigated  land 
are  about  normal. 

Livestock  are  in  fair  condition  but  ranges  are  poor  and  in  many  sections 
there  will  not  be  grass  on  which  to  turn  out  stock  until  more  moisture  is  received. 
Lambing  is  under  way  in  some  areas  and  a  good  lamb  crop  is  reported.  Stockmen  have 
reported  good  calf  crops  but  the  future  welfare  of  cattle  and  sheep  is  dependent 
entirely  upon  summer  rains.  No  surplus  of  good  farm  labor. 

CUSTER  -  FOV/DER  RIVER :  Warmer,  with  few  light  scattered  sho.wers.  High  winds  have 

had  drying  effect  on  top  soil.  Soil  moisture  still  suffi¬ 
cient  for  early  seeding,  but  more  top  moisture  needed  to  get  crops  started.  Spring 
grain  seeding  well  under  way.  Very  few  alfalfa  fields  showing  any  life  except 
under  regular  irrigation.  Warmer  weather  and  rains  may  revive  some  stands  appear¬ 
ing  dead  at  present.  Beet  fields  now  being  prepared  for  seeding.  Ranges  slo-wly 
coming  to  life,  but  in  need  of  rain.  Grass  still  too  short  to  provide  much  grazing 
except  for  sheep.  All  stock  is  in  poor  flesh  and  not  gaining.  Few  lambs  and  calves 
being  dropped  yet.  Occasional  losses  of  cows  and  heifers  at  calving  being  reported, 
apparently  due  to  nutritional  deficiencies.  Mormon  crickets  reported  hatching. 

DANIELS :  Cold,  windy,  generally  dry;  one  shower,  .03  inch  precipitation,  during 
the  week.  Seeding  one-fourth  completed;  early  seeded  grain  sprouted. 

Some  soil  drifting  where  crop  stripping  not  practiced.  Ample  seed  wheat;  not  enoug} 
local  1935  seed  oats  to  supply  demand.  Corn  acreage  will  be  increased.  Local  seed 
indica.tes  high  germination.  Livestock  in  fair  condition;  only  normal  losses  to 
date.  Some  green  vegetation  appearing  on  southern  slopes.  Ample  labor  to  fill  de¬ 
mands  for  field  opera.tions. 

DAWSON :  Drying  conditions  prevailing  throughout  the  week,  with  considerable  wind 

and  somewhat  h  igh  temperatures  and  no  amount  of  precipitation.  Field  oper¬ 
ations  became  quite  general  toward  the  close  of  the  week,  with  some  oper'^tors  well 
along  to  the  end  of  seeding.  Soil  moisture  ample  for  germination,  but  no  reserve. 
Perennial  forage  seeding  is  increasing  under  the  stimulus  of  Conservation  program. 
Some  soil  blowing  occurred  under  severe  winds  during  middle  of  week.  Earlier  wheat 
grasses  and  sedges  greening  on  the  lower  stretches.  Stock  picking  up  forage  here 
and  there.  Some  losses  occurring. 

FALLON  &  CARTER :  Very  favorable  conditions  for  plant  growth.  Warm,  v/indy  weather 
has  dried  fields  and  farming  operations  are  under  way.  Tempera¬ 
ture  and  six  to  eight  inches  of  top  soil  moisture  will  make  seed  grn.in  sprout  read¬ 
ily.  Moisture  conditions  in  general  below  normal.  Sub-soil  moisture  lacking. 
Grasshonper  situation  still  questionable.  Early  hatch  of  grasshopners  noticed  in 
northern  range  portion  of  Fallon  County.  Grass  showing  signs  of  growth  and  with 
continued  favorable  growing  conditions  will  grow  rapidly.  Snould  have  good  grass 
for  lambing  season. 

FERGUS :  Dry  during  week.  Wind  caused  heavy  loss  of  m.oisture.  Still  cold;  growth 
retarded.  All  stubble  wheat  sta,nds  fair.  Wheat  on  fallow  still  in  doubt 
but  much  mist  be  reseeded  due  to  unfavorable  weather  during  past  two  weeks.  Grass 
showing;  some  killing  and  is  slow  in  starting.  Some  stock  being  returned  to  count;-^ 
Much  being  sold  in  west  part  of  state  because  of  grasshopper  prospect  and  feed 
shortage  here.  Calving  and  la,mbing  well  under  way.  Below  average  being  saved. 

(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions ,  Week  ending  April  17 ,  1937  ~  Page  2. 


FLATHEAD :  The  past  week  has  heen  cold  and  cloudy,  with  light  precipitation  in  most 
areas  of  the  county.  The  seeding  of  spring  wheat  has  started  and  in  some 
communities  is  pretty  well  completed,  hut  growing  conditions  have  heen  poor  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  There  has  heen  very  little  drying  out  of  top  soil  moisture. 

Some  decrease  in  pea  acreage  is  expected  this  year,  v/ith  a  corresponding  increase  in 
wheat  acreage.  The  condition  of  livestock  is  generally  good.  Pastures  are  begin¬ 
ning  to  green  up,  which  will  reduce  the  amount  of  feeding  materially  in  the  next 
week  or  ten  days.  Labor  adequate. 

GALLATIN;  Weather  has  continued  cold  and  damp  all  week.  Heavy  snow  forepart  of 
week.  Some  seeding  and  preparation  for  same  is  being  done  in  the  ex- 
treune  west  end  of  the  county.  It  is  still  too  wet  for  field  work  in  balance  of 
county.  During  the  week  considerable  rion-off  occurred  in  the  area  south  and  south¬ 
west  of  Bozeman.  This  was  from  rapidly  melting  snows  and  caused  nearly  all  roads 
in  this  area  to  become  impassable.  Grass  starting  in  those  areas  on  the  southern 

slopes  wnich  have  been  cleared  from  snow  for  a  few  weeks. 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM :  No  precipitation  of  benefit.  Crooping  conditions  fair  to 

good.  Drying  winds  somewhat  unfavorable  toward  growing  con¬ 
ditions  in  the  starting  of  grass.  Weather  and  moisture  have  been  favorable  to  the 
seeding  of  spring  crops  the  past  week.  However,  only  enough  moisture  is  available 
to  start  these  crops  and  more  will  be  needed  soon  if  a  normal  amount  of  seeding  is 
to  be  done.  Seed  sunplies  reported  short.  Livestock  condition  mostly  unchanged. 

Temperatures  favorable  for  starting  grass.  However,  because  of  scarcity  of  cover 

protection,  grass  is  starting  slowly  and  is  of  little  value  as  pasture  as  yet. 

HILL :  -  Growing  conditions  fairly  good.  High  winds  caused  some  slight  soil  blov/- 

ing.  Field  work  in  general  over  the  east  two-tnirds  of  the  county  and 
some  work  sta.rting  in  the  west  one-third.  Winter  wheat  is  showing  a  good  start. 
Grass  starting  slowly.  Range  conditions  are  very  poor.  Livestock  in  thin  condi¬ 
tion. 

JUr ITH  BAS  IN :  Precipitation  slight;  temperatures  moderate;  excessive  wind  blowing. 

Surface  moisture  normal;  sub-surface  moisture  below  normal.  Serious 
soil  blowing  during  past  three  days.  Most  of  farmers  now  in  the  field;  planting 
well  under  way.  Grass  turning  green;  will  enable  many  operators  to  lamb  on  green 
grass.  Range  short. 

LAKE :  Weather  conditions  cloudy  and  with  few  scattered  showers  over  the  county. 

7/indy  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  Temperature  below  normal.  Growing  con¬ 
ditions  retarded  because  of  lower  than  average  tempera,ture .  plowing  and  field  work 
continuing.  Some  seeding  done.  Lambing  drawing  to  a  close.  Snow  off  from  foot¬ 
hills  and  practically  all  livestock  turned  out. 

LEWIS  &  CLARE  -  BROADWATER :  Continued  cool  v/eather,  with  rising  temperatures  to¬ 
ward  last  of  week.  Below  freezing  temperatures  re¬ 
ported  in  mountain  districts,  but  later  rising  temperatures  indicated  directly  by 
increased  grass  growth.  Drying  winds  prevalent  in  Lewis  &  Clark  County.  Moisture 
in  some  areas  close  to  mountain  areas  greater  than  last  year,  andthis  factor  cou¬ 
pled  with  cool  weather  has  delayed  spring  planting.  Dryland  areas  away  from  moun¬ 
tains  have  less  moisture  than  last  year.  Snow  in  mountains,  which  affects  irriga¬ 
ted  areas  in  northern  Lewis  &  Clark  County,  less  than  last  year.  Field  operations 
generally  in  full  swing.  Warming  temperatures  making  lambing  and  calv'ing  condition 
more  favorable.  Slow  grass  growth  makes  continued  feeding  necessary. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSCN :  Some  areas  received  beneficial  rains  during  past  week,  but 

most  of  the  areas  in  both  co'unties  were  without  precipitation 
Continual  winds  rapidly  removing  soil  moisture.  Farmers  seeding  grain,  with  many 
able  to  get  land  prepared  to  start  seeding  soon.  Some  reports  of  winter-killing  of 
wheat,  but  have  not  had  enough  growing  weather  to  determine  accurately  the  amount. 
Range  in  som.e  areas  taking  on  slight  greenish  tinge,  but  very  little  growth  of  grass 
to  date.  Lambing  and  early  calving  well  under  way,  with  average  to  good  crops  be¬ 
ing  secured  by  most  stockmen.  A  few,  however,  are  losing  both  ewes  and  lambs,  and 
report  a  shortage  of  milk.  Most  stockmen  have  sufficient  feed  supnlies  at  present 
time . 

MEAGHER :  Two  windy  days.  Little  snow  flurries  and  showers  during  week.  Grass 

not  starting  yet.  Crop  land  drying  some  during  week;  moisture  a  little 
short  in  high  fields.  Lambing  beginning  next  week;  sheep  in  good  shape;  stock 
being  turned  out  to  grass  daily.  Calving  in  progress. 

MI SSOULA :  Moderate  temperatures.  Scattered  showers;  generally  good  growing  con¬ 
ditions  all  week.  Grass  making  good  growth  on  all  lower  hills  and  pas¬ 
tures.  Spring  work  in  full  swing  in  all  communities  except  higher  mountain  valleys 
About  Gcfo  of  winter  wheat  killed  out  and  will  be  reseeded  to  spring  wheat.  About 
30^  of  spring  wheat  seeding  completed.  Truck  gardeners  have  completed  most  of  thei' 
early  seeding.  Very  little  feeding  of  livestock  being  done  now.  Most  cattle  are 
on  lower  pastures.  Cattle  improving  in  condition. 

IvIUSSELSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  April  4th  there  was  a  quarter  inch  of  rain,  and  snow 

fell  in  part  of  Musselshell  County.  Area  covered 
was  twenty  miles  wide,  starting  north  of  Roundup  and  running  across  the  county  to 
the  south,  extending  to  within  five  miles  of  Musselshell.  The  balance  of  both 
counties  have  not  had  any  moisture  this  past  week.  Two  days  of  the  most  severe 
winds  were  had  this  past  week,  being  the  first  for  ever  two  months.  Crop  condi¬ 
tions  are  very  good  so  far,  and  in  most  places  the  winter  wheat  has  come  through 
in  good  condition.  In  a  few  spots,  where  water  stood  and  froze,  wheat  killed  out. 
Spring  seeding  was  started  the  past  week  in  most  communities  in  both  counties. 

Grass  is  growing  slowly,  but  seems  to  be  stooling  out  better  than  in  past  years. 

The  livestock  situation  remains  the  same,  with  most  of  the  stock  thin  and  v/eak, 
and  the  ranchers  still  buying  feed.  As  yet,  no  newr  grass  has  gotten  far  enough 
along  to  supply  feed  for  the  livestock, 

(Continued  on  Rage  3O 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions ,  Week  ending  April  I7 ,  1937  ~  Page  3. 

PABK :  Freezing  nights  and  frost  in  the  ground  preventing  farmers  from  getting  in 
fields  except  in  Yellowstone  Valley,  where  farmers  are  in  the  fields.  Warm 
days  causing  grass  to  start.  Calving  and  lambing  in  progress  with  average  losses. 
Feed  supplies  getting  very  short.  Farm  labor  is  scarce  and  many  farmers  are  in 
need  of  laborers.  Participation  in  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  expected 
to  be  increased  5C^  over  last  year. 

PHILLIPS :  No  precipitation.  Grass  starting  slowly.  Warmer  weather,  and  generally 
clear.  High  winds  during  week  and  severe  dust  storm.  A  number  of  dry 
land  farmers  have  started  spring  work.  Preparation  for  beet  planting  in  the  valley 
is  under  way.  Still  no  range  for  livestock  and  farmers  are  all  feeding.  Condition 
of  livestock  unchanged. 

POHUEIRA;  High  winds  and  relatively  cool  weother  throughout  this  week.  Field  work 
under  way;  some  summer  fallowing  and  wheat  seeding  is  being  done,  plant¬ 
ing  of  grass  for  conserving  crops  began  the  latter  mrt  of  this  week.  Seed  oat  and 
barley  supplies  low.  There  is  also  a  local  seed  wheat  shortage  in  the  central  part 
of  the  county,  caused  by  fire  destroying  approximately  75 >^00  bushels  of  wheat 
stored  by  farmers  in  an  elevator.  The  east  third  of  the  county  is  practically  with¬ 
out  seed  wheat  due  to  drouth  conditions  in  •  The  desire  for  planting  feed  crops 

such  as  oats  and  barley  is  stronger  than  that  of  a  year  ago.  Hay  reserves  a.ppear 
sufficient  to  hold  out  until  grass  anpears  for  livestock  feeding. 

Early  grasshopper  hatching  reported  in  three  sections  in  which  heavy  infes¬ 
tation  is  expected,  potential  infestation  in  north  half  of  the  county  expected  to 
be  approximately  55^-  Pale  western  cutworms  are  beginning  to  show  appearance 
lightly  in  anticipated  infestation  areas. 

Lambing  in  larger  bands  will  begin  about  the  25th  of  this  month.  Calf 
crop,  where  sufficient  feed  reserves  were  held,  will  be  slightly  above  normal. 
Considerable  liquidation  of  cattle  took  effect  after  the  storms  in  February. 

PR  A  IP  I E :  Weather  conditions  have  been  qiute  favorable,  with  weather  cool  and  fields 
drying.  Farmers  were  able  to  get  in  the  field  about  the  middle  of  the 
week,  and  seeding  is  going  on  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  Blue  joint  bottom.s  and 
Buffalo  grass  are  beginning  to  turn  green.  Most  of  the  sheep  and  cattle  are  still 
on  feed.  Much  of  the  stock  of  the  county  is  rather  thin,  but  quite  strong. 

R I CHLAND :  Partly  cloudy  and  windy  most  of  week.  An  a,verage  of  five  to  six  inches 
of  moisture  in  most  of  the  farming  lands  not  under  irrigation.  A  few 
grasshoppers  showing  up  in  spots  about  the  county.  Nearly  all  farmers  are  in  the 
fields,  with  some  weeding  of  spring  grasses  taking  place.  Interviews  v;ith  farmers 
indicate  a  decrease  in  beet  acreage,  with  a  resultant  increase  in  wheat  and  corn 
under  irrigation.  Some  increase  in  corn  acreage  expected  in  dryland  areas  also. 

It  is  expected  that  a  general  decrease,  in  acreages  of  grains  will  take  j) lace  on  dry 
land. 

ROOSEVELT :  Slight  precipitation  during  the  past  week.  Days  warm  and  perennials 

are  starting  growth.  Field  operations  became  general  about  April  13' 
Moisture  conditions  are  none  too  good,  but  practically  a  normal  acreage  of  small 
grain  is  expected.  Seed  of  good  quality  is  very  scarce  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  but  still  available  in  ecastern  distriots.  Livestock  very  thin,  but  few 
losses  reported. 

ROSEBUD:  A  good  rain  early  in  the  week  helped  materially  in  starting  new  grass. 

Additional  rains  and  warm  weather  needed  to  promote  more  rapid  grov/th  of 
new  grass.  Seeding  of  wheat  and  suga,r  beets  under  way  durinv  week.  Loss  of  winter 
wheat  appears  gre'-ter  than  earlier  estimates.  Latest  estimates  show  close  to 
loss  of  a  ra,ther  limited  acreage  seeded  last  fall.  Livestock  for  most  part  turned 
on  range.  Grass  barely  adequate  to  maintain  them.  Some  herds  still  being  fed. 
Crickets  reported  hatching  over  a  wide  area-  Over  three-fourths  of  a  million  acres 
including  the  Cheyenne  Reservation,  were  infested  in  1336- 

SANDERS :  Good  shov/ers  every  day,  with  total  of  1 . 06  inches  precipitation  for  the 

week.  Ideal  growing  conditions.  More  rain  needed  for  sub-soil.  Vi^inter 
TAh.ea,t  making  rapid  growth.  Wheat  coming  up  on  fields  which  were  too  dry  for  ger¬ 
mination  last  fall.  Fair  stands  generally,  with  little  winter  killing.  Meadows 
greening  up  ranidly  and  in  fine  condition.  Farm  vrork  well  under  way.  Spring  seed¬ 
ing  started.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Range  making  fast  growth.  Livestock 
mostly  on  range.  Lambing  mostly  conpleted,  with  average  lamb  crop  above  100^. 
Crickets  reported  hatching  in  few  area.s. 

SHERIDAN :  Continued  dry,  but  a  few  sprinkles  during  week;  cool.  Seeding  general 

on  fallowed  ground;  also  some  on  stubble.  Moisture  for  starting  varies 
over  county;  ?7est,  northwest  sections  quite  dry.  Feeding  of  livestock  continues 
except  where  ranchers  have  reserve  grazing.  Some  improvement  in  labor  situation 
but  farmers  are  slow  to  hire  help  where  work  can  be  done  by  themselves. 

STILLYifATER :  High  winds  general  during  week.  Weather  too  cold  for  good  growing 

conditions.  Considerable  land  preparation  and  seeding  being  done  in 
irrigated  sections.  Crickets  starting  to  hatch’  in  several  parts  of  county-  Con¬ 
dition  of  cattle  poor  to  fair.  Some  ranchers  still  feeding.  Sheepmen  starting  to 
lamb,  with  good  lamb  crop  being  reported. 

SUN  RIVER  PROJECT :  The  past  week  has  been  cold,  with  considerable  high  winds  that 

have  done  much  to  take  what  soil  moisture  was  available.  Most 
fields  are  in  very  poor  condition  for  seeding.  Field  work  started  first  part  of 
the-  week.  Very  little  seeding  has  been  done  and  it  may  be  necessary  to  irrigate 
before  seeding  where  stubble  was  not  irrigated  last  fall.  Feed  supplies  are  very 
largely  used  up,  but  enough  feed  available  to  carry  stock  to  grass.  Sufficient  su 
ply  of  labor  available  to  meet  all  demands. 

(continued  on  Page  4.) 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Condit ions ,  Week  gnding  Apr il  I7 ,  1937  ~  4. 

SWEETGEASS  :  No  precipitation.  G-eneral  growing  conditions  have  "been  poor  the  last 
week.  Gold  day  and  night.  Very  little  growth  made  of  vegetation  of 
any  kind.  Snow  completely  abscr'bed ,■  averaging  20  inches  of  ground  moisture. 

Spring  seeding  Just  starting.  Most  of  fields  too  v/et .  Winter  wheat  coming  slowly. 
Very  little  growth  the  past  week  due  to  cool  weother.  Spring  plowing  started  only 
on  higher  ground.  Preparation  of  seed  beds  on  fallow  under  v/ay.  Livestock  in  poor 
condition  due  to  shortage  of  feed,  especially  cattle.  Sheep  in  better  condition. 

Early  lambing  well  under  v/ay.  Considerable  loss  in  lambs  on  account  of  shoytgige  of 
milk  due  to  poor  and  insufficient  feed.  A  few  reports  of  cov/s  and  young  calves  be-' 
ing  turned  on  pasture  to  rustle.  Calf  crop  below  normal.  Crickets  starting  to  hatch. 

TETON :  No  precipitation.  Freezing  every  night.  Extremely  windy.  Probably  the  most 
severe  soil  blowing  has  taken  place  this  past  week  on  all  areas  not  stripped. 
Stripped  areas  are  demonstrating  their  value  in  preventing  soil  blowing.  Seeding 
qiaite  general  ever  most  of  the  county.  Seed  bed  is  practically  devoid  of  moisture. 
Eange  grass  has  not  started  to  green  as  yet.  Lambing  is  quite  general.  Calving  is 
pretty  near  through,  with  possibly  a  lower  percentage  of  crop  than  normal.  Livestock 
in  none  too  good  condition. 

TOOLE :  Unsettled  weather  with  high  winds  has  prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  week.  Some  soil  blowing  in  a  few  areas.  High  winds  had  drying  effect 
and  farmers  have  been  able  to  get  into  their  fields  for  the  first  time  in  the  south¬ 
ern  half  of  the  county.  No  work  being  done  in  the  northern  half  at  the  present  time. 
Seeding  expected  to  start  in  the  southern  half  during  the  next  week.  Most  operators 
successfully  wintered  their  livestock  although  at  high  costs.  Lambing  Just  started, 
with  a  few  operators.  Hulk  of  lambing  May  1st  to  May  15th. 

VALLEY :  The  forepart  of  the  week  was  characterized  by  cloudy  weather  and  some  wind 
which  increased  to  high  winds,  which  caused  some  wind  erosion.  Only  a 
trace  of  moisture  the  forepart  of  the  week.  Approximately  one-fourth  of  the  farmers 
are  in  the  field  seeding  this  week.  Very  little  moisture  even  for  germination  in 
some  localities.  Most  of  the  seeding  being  done  so  far  is  on  early  summerfallow  or 
stubble  ground.  There  will  be  an  increase  in  sugar  beet  acreage  tnis  year  in  the 
valley  with  the  ditch,  and  a  large  number  of  farmers  preparing  their  soil  for  plant¬ 
ing  of  sugar  beets.  Contracts  are  being  signed  at  this  time.  Livestock  in  most 
cases  being  fed  yet.  Some  of  the  sheep  are  being  moved  to  the  range  and  fed  there. 
Sheep  are  in  good  condition.  Cattle  in  most  cases  are  still  kept  up  but  in  very 
poor  flesh. 

WHEAT  LAN!) Cool,  cloudy  and  windy  during  past  week,  with  small  amount  ef  moisture 

in  eastern  portion  of  county.  Grass  has  started  in  the  east  part  of  the 
county,  but  in  general  the  grass  is  backward  due  to  the  cold  spring.  No  change  in 
the  livestock  condition. 

WIBAUX :  Sufficient  moisture  to  start  grain  in  good  share.  Some  field  work  has 

started.  Seeding  will  be  in  full  swing  next  week.  Indications  are  that 
the  wheat  acreage  planted  will  be  of  normal.  The  cern  acreage  will  be  increased 

as  will  also  the  acre-^ge  of  feed  crons.  There  will  he  a  substantial  acreage  of  gras 
crops  planted  to  comply  with  the  Agricultural  Conservation  program.  The  livestock 
situation  is  unchanged.  Hay  and  feed  will  have  to  be  purchased  until  new  grass. 

YELLP WS TONE :  H^gh  v/inds  for  the  past  four  days  have  done  some  injury  to  winter 
wheat.  However,  still  nlenty  of  moisture  and  stands  in  most  areas 
looking  f  S-V  0  P  fi"b  'le.  le.ather  slightly  colder.  Sir.ring  seeding  in  full  swing.  Record 
acreage  of  sign-up  of  beets  expected.  Approximately  35^0  acres  of  beets  planted 
at  the  present  time.  This  is  .about  one-third  of  the  expected  acreage.  Aporoximate- 
ly  one-fourth  of  spring  wheat  seeded.  Fallov/ing  started  in  some  dry  land  areas. 

Range  grass  greening  up  considerably.  Most  livestock  in  good  to  fair  shape;  lambing 
practically  completed  on  the  project  and  range  lambing  about  to  start.  Most  serious 
infestation  of  crickets  expeo'ted.  Crickets  ha-tching  by  the  million  on  the  south 
side  of  the  river.  Area  divided  into  twenty-seven  sma,!!  communities  v/ith  crews 
being  organized  at  the  present  time  to  carry  on  dusting  and  poisoning  operations. 


Helena,  Montana, 
April  2^,  1937. 
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'  !  UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OP  AGRICULTURE 

WQather  Bureau - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


OUT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  tile  ¥/ eek  Endirg  I'liesday,  AprO  27,  1937. 


issued  joinity  by  the  Division  ot  Crop  and  Ln’ssiock  Estimates  ana  the  Weather  Bureau. 
Offices;  Fourth  Floor,  Fedora!  Gfficu  Building,  lla/cna,  Montana. 


I  Am 

\^^evunmoiuov first  part  of  the  week  was  cool,  cloudy,  windy,  and  marked  hy  frequent, 
showers  and  snowstorms.  Parm  work  progressed  satisfactorily  over  most 
of  the  State  despite  early  unfavorable  weather  conditions,  but  plant  growth  w'as 
retarded  during  the  first  part  of  the  week  by  low  freezing  night  temperatures. 
Vegetation,  hov.'ever,  suffered  little  or  no  ha.rm  from  the  hard  freezes  because  of 
the  backward  state  of  its  development.  While  the  v/eek' s  precioitat ion  was  mostly 
light,  it  was  of  some  benefit  in  several  western  and  southern  districts,  but  gen¬ 
erally  too  light  to  help  most  eastern  and  northern  districts  where  needed  most. 

The  last  part  of  the  week  was  warm  and  s^unny,  with  the  first  real  favorable  weather 
of  the  spring  for  farm  work  and  nlant  growth. 


As  is  usual  for  Montana  at  this  season  of  the  year,  farm  work  varies  widely 
in  the  state  of  progress  from  having  just  started  in  late  sections  to  being  neanly 
completed  in  the  more  advanced  ones.  Southern  areas  one  most  a,dvanced.  Seeding  of 
spring  wheat  is  more  than  half  done,  with  earliest  sown  beginning  to  em.erge  in 
several  parts  of  the  State.  Lack  of  adequate  soil  moisture  f^r  the  present  is  hold¬ 
ing  back  some  farmers  in  the  east  and  north  from  further  planting.  Some  oat  plant¬ 
ing  has  been  done.  Seeding  of  sugar  beets  ranges  from  half  done  to  nearly  completed 
with  good  rains  needed  to  make  even  stands.  Several  districts  are  reporting  the 
largest  acreage  ever  sown  to  sugar  beets.  ?/inter  wheat  is  in  fair  to  good  condition 
a  little  improvement  being  noted  during  the  week.  Reseeling  of  abandoned  acreage  is 
under  way  where  determination  of  the  extent  of  sxirvival  has  been  r.ossible.  High 
winds,  army  cut-worms,  and  wire-worms  caused  some  local  da, mage  to  y/inter  wheat. 
Winter  rye  is  looking  good,  but  is  in  need  of  ra.in .  Early  shrubs  and  trees  were 
reported  coming  rapidly  to  leaf  at  the  close  of  the  week. 


Warm,  sunny  weather  during  the  latter  part  of  the  week  hastened  the  develop¬ 
ment  rf  pastures  and  ranges,  and  lessened  the  burden  of  feeding  generally.  Lower 
ranges  and  pastures  a.re  now  carrying  sheep,  and  with  continued  warm  weather  anl  some 
rain  should  be  able  to  take  cpore  of  most  livestock  fa.irly  well  within  a  week  or  ten 
days  except  in  some  of  the  eastern  parts  of  the  Skate  v/here  grass  p.^pears  to  have 
died  out  from  last  year's  severe  drouth.  Alfadfa  and  sweet  clover  are  beginning  to 
show  in  irrigated  fields.  Larger  plantings  of  legumes  and  grasses  are  reported 
this  spring. 

Livestock  are  beginning  to  show  some  improvement  in  the  west,  but  continue 
mostly  poor  or  holding  their  ovm  in  the  east.  Late  snows  and  cold  weather  this  week 
were  hard  on  lambs  and  caAves  and  v/ere  responsible  for  a  fey/  losses.  Lambing  is 
generally  under  way,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  extreme  northern  districts. 


Warmer  weather  was  more  favorable  for  hatching  of  insect  pests.  Cricket 
control  work  started  in  Yelley/stone  and  Rig  Horn  counties. 

Warmer  weather  also  resulted  in  heavier  run  off  of  mountain  snowfall,  re¬ 
sulting  in  a  slight  rising  of  inf'untain  s t realms  .  Irrigation  water  has  been  made 
available  to  the  Sun  River  au.d  Rairfield  projects  the  earliest  ever  knoyn. 


WEEKLY  TEMPERATURE  AHR  FREC IP ITAT ION  RATA 


Stat  ion 

Temperature 

TotaA  precipitation 

Sun 

shine 

Highest 

Lowest 

Th  is 

i  Week 

Since 

3  April  1 . 

percent 

of  pbssible. 

Fillings  . 

•  75 

29 

0. 

27 

0. 

•72 

+ 

Be  zeman  . 

17 

33 

]. , 

.87 

Cut  Bank  . 

•  75 

25 

0 , 

13 

•N 

Port  Peck  .  .  .  . 

.  66 

25 

0 , 

■3^ 

Glendive  . 

, .  6q 

24 

r- 

04 

0 

•35 

* 

Great  Falls  .  . 

.  76 

26 

i6 

c 

.16 

Havre  . 

..  7S 

26 

r. 

,^i 

.3S 

76 

HELENA  . 

■  •  75 

22 

17 

J, 

•29 

u6 

Kali  spell  .  .  .  , 

•  ■  76 

28 

42 

.qi 

3S 

Lewistovm  . .  .  . 

•  •  75 

24 

0. 

13 

•55 

+ 

Malta  . . 

. .  71 

23 

T 

■73 

* 

Miles  City  . . , 

66 

28 

0. 

11 

0 

•5S 

76 

Missoula  . 

3^ 

.q  . 

17 

/  \ 

.76 

52 

poplar  . 

65 

21 

o  , 

r  p 

r- 

.38 

* 

Series  -  1937  -  Ro .  4. 
April  2S,  1937. 

Helena,  Montana. 

W.  j 
Jay 

*No  data. 

5.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

G-  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop 

and  Livestock  Estimates. 
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The  following-  county  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending  Apr.  24,  1937 
are  furnished  through  the  conrtesy  of  firector  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extension  Service. 

BEAVERHSAI) :  Weather  cold,  wdth  drying  winds;  no  precipitation  past  week.  Field 
work  started;  grass  has  not  started  due  to  cold  weather;  outlook 
for  grass  for  the  first  part  of  May  lambing  not  favorable.  Livestock  still  being 
fed;  small  loss  in  calf  and  lamb  crop  to  date. 

BIG  HORN :  Weather  cold,  with  light  showers  and  snow  at  the  week  end.  Farm  work 
well  along.  Spring  wheat  practically  all  in  and  6o  -per  cent  of  beets 
planted  with  the  largest  acreage  contracted  any  one  year.  Moisture  ample  for  early 
starting.  Winter  wheat  in  fair  condition  but  spotted  in  places.  Range  greening 
up  and  cattle  generally  turned  out.  Lambing  well  under  way,  with  high  percentage 
of  lambs  reported.  Crickets  hatching  in  alarming  numbers  and  the  control  under 
way  in  six  communities. 

BLAINE :  No  precipitation.  High  winds  during  the  week  sapping  much  of  the  soil 

moisture  and  causing  bad  dust  storm  Wednesday.  Farm  v/ork  progressing  in 
good  shape.  Range  in  very  poor  condition.  Livestock  still  being  fed  concentrates 
and  hay.  Grasshoppers  are  hatching  in  large  numbers  in  severa^l  parts  of  co-unty. 

CARBON :  Light  snowers  in  different  sections  of  ccunty  during  the  past  week,  with 
heavier  snows  in  the  western  portions,  and  light  snov/s  in  the  northern 
part  the  latter  part  of  the  week.  The  weather  has  been  very  cool.  Seeding  of 
sugar  beets  is  well  under  way  and  in  some  cases  almost  completed.  Small  killing 
out  of  winter  wheat.  High  winds  two  days  of  the  past  week  bad  for  winter  wrheat . 
Grass  and  range  making  a  good  start  in  most  sections  of  the  ccunty. 

CASCADE :  Precipitation  .C6  inch,  in  the  form  of  snow  and  hail.  Cloudy,  cool 

weather  the  entire  week  added  slightly  to  the  hopes  of  farmers  for  enough 
surface  moisture  to  germinate  grain  and  other  spring  crops.  Army  cutworms  continue 
damage  to  winter  wheat  and  several  reports  have  been  received  of  fields  having  been 
blown  out.  The  seeding  of  spring  wheat  and  summerfallowing  have  continued  regard¬ 
less  of  the  lack  cf  moisture  in  -the  main  wheat  farming  districts  of  the  county. 

Some  sugar  beets  seeded,  and  the  acreage  contracted  is  double  that  of 
last  year.  Grasshonpers  and  crickets  are  reported  hatching  in  large  numbers  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  co-unty.  Irrigation  water  v/ill  be  turned  into  the  canals  on 
the  Fort  Shaw  and  Snn  River  projects  the  1st  of  next  week.  This  is  the  earliest 
that  irrigation  water  has  ever  been  available  to  farmers  in  this  area,. 

Livestock  in  fair  to  good  condition;  some  slight  damage  to  lambs  from  the 
snow  storm  and  cold  weather. 

CUSTER  -  PQWIER  RIVER :  Light  scattered  showers  during  week,  but  not  sufficient  to 

add  any  to  soil  moisture.  Cooler,  with  some  winds. 

Weather  generally  backward  for  cron  grov.^th.  Spring  grain  seeding  well  along,  but 
total  acreage  will  be  light.  Continued  dry  weather  is  discouraging  further  seeding. 
Some  alfalfa  being  reseeded.  Winter  rye  still  looking  good,  but  in  need  of  mois¬ 
ture.  Beet  fields  prepared  and  ready  for  seeding.  Ranges  continue  to  green  up 
but  feed  still  short.  Sheep  on  grass  entirely  and  looking  fair.  Lambing  now  be¬ 
ginning.  Cattle  turned  out  but  still  tnin  and  not  gaining.  Calf  crop  looks  fair 
so  far  considering  breeding  conditions  last  summer.  Mormon  crickets  hatching  in 
great  n-umber  in  western  powder  River  County  and  southern  Caster  County. 

DANIELS :  Only  one  light  shower  during  pa.st  week,  with  .05  inch  precipitation. 

Cool,  dry  winds.  Seeding  operations  65  per  cent  completed.  Early  seeded 
grain  up  where  furrow  press  drills  used.  Heavy  precipitation  needed  soon  to  keep 
crop  coming.  Very  unfavorable  soil  conditions  for  seeding  grass  crops.  Too  cool 
for  range  grass.  Some  calf  losses  re-ioorted.  Too  early  for  range  lambing.  Ample 
labor  for'  spring  field  operations. 

DAWSON :  Light  scattered  showers  during  the  week.  Some  frost  at  night.  Moisture 
conditions  not  too  favorable.  Field  work  variable,  averaging  proba.bly 
v/ell  over  half  through  seeding  virheat  and  up  to  this  amo-ont  with  other  small  grains. 
Outfits  working  long  shifts  and  covering  acreage  rapidly.  Earlier  fields  showing 
tinge  of  green,  but  later  ones  black.  Large  portion  of  co'onty  doing  good  job  at 
field  operations.  Total  acreages  in  many  districts  will  run  to  normal.  Grass  is 
slov/,  and  only  in  favored  slopes  showing  any  green.  Stock  conditions,  even  with 
reduced  numbers,  not  favorable. 

FALIDN  -  CARTER :  Cool,  with  sca,ttered  showers.  Some  wheat  fields  sprouted  and 

showing  surface  growth.  Growth  slow  this  past  week.  Moisture 
conditions  fair;  still  belov/  normal.  Crested  wheat  grass  shows  good  growth. 

Alfalfa  and  sweet  clover  started.  Legume  crops  seeded  last  year  in  some  places 
coming  through.  Livestock  ha,s  shown  no  gain.  Grass  too  immature  in  early  stages 
of  growth.  Most  stockmen  feeding  some  range  su-oplement. 

FERGUS :  Cold  during  week.  Light  precipitation.  Cool  weather  retarding  growth  of 
both  winter  wheat  and  grass.  Eo,rly  seeded  spring  wheat  beginning  to  come 
through  ground.  Grass  making  slow  growth.  Livestock  beginning  to  pick  up  in  con¬ 
dition.  Some  feeding  still  necessary.  Calf  crop  v;ill  be  short,  with  lamb  crop 
below  normal  partly  due  to  dry  feed  d-uring  breeding  season.  Very  fevY  grasshoppers 
reported  hatched  to  date. 

FLATHEAD :  Weather  cold  and  cloudy  with  light  precipitation  general  throughout  the 
county.  Growing  conditions  have  been  relatively  poor  due  to  continued 
cold  weather.  Seeding  of  spring  crops  progressing  very  slowly.  A  larger  acreage 
this  year  than  normal  is  being  seeded  to  legumes  and  grasses.  This  is  largely  due 
to  the  Soil  Conservation  program.  Reports  indicate  that  the  spring  wheat  acreage 
is  slightly  la,rgcr  than  last  year,  with  acreages  of  other  crops  about  the  same,  Y;iti 


(Continued  on  Page  2.) 
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Coiinty  Surnmar  ies  of  Crop  Conditions ,  Week  ending  Apr  il  2U ,  1937  -  Page  2. 

FLATHEAD :  (Cont'd.)  the  exception  of  peas,  which  will  he  smaller.  Most  of  the 
stock  is  turned  out  no?7  to  grass. 

CLAC  lER :  Vi^indy  and  cold  all  week,  with  snow  V/ednesday  and  Friday.  Considerable 
soil  drifting.  Farmers  cultivating  and  a  small  acreage  of  wheat  seeded 
first  of  week;  nothing  done  since  heavy  snow  on  Wednesday.  Bange  improving  slovdy. 
Unseasonably  cold  weather  holding  grass  growth  back.  Livestock  in  generally  fair 
condition.  Stockmen  are  still  having  to  feed.  Adequate  labor. 

H ILL  :  -  Precipitation  .01  inch  for  the  past  week.  Extreme  high  winds  the  early 
part  of  the  week  caused  considerably  soil  blowing.  'Wheat  seeding  in  the 
eastern  one-half  of  the  county  about  50^  completed.  Western  one-half  of  county 
about  completed.  Cool  weather  the  past  week  has  slowed  up  grass  growth  which 

is  backward  for  this  season.  Condition  of  livestock  below  normal. 

JUDITH  BAS  IN :  Season  backward  and  cool;  snow  storms  in  parts  of  county.  Precipita¬ 
tion  slight.  Seeding  is  well  under  way.  Winter  wheat  survival  poor. 
Wireworms  doing  serious  damage  in  local  areas.  High  winds;  serious  soil  blowing. 
Surface  moisture  going  fast.  Grass  growing,  but  slowly.  Calving  and  lambing  well 
along.  Feed  situation  still  acute. 

LAKE :  -  Unsettled,  with  occasional  light  snoii^  and  rain  in  parts  of  the  county. 

Wind  and  lower  than  average  temperatures  have  kept  plant  growth  about  the 
same  as  a  week  ago.  Seeding  and  field  work  continuing.  Livestock  condition  mostly 
unchanged.  Calving  and  lambing  about  normal.  Mormon  crickets  hatched.  Infested 
area  larger  than  first  estimated.  Control  vrork  being  organized. 

LEWIS  &  CLAPK  -  BP 0 ATWATER:  Wet  snov;  in  both  co'onties,  but  not  enough  to  be  of  much 

effect  on  crops.  Drying  winds  occurred  in  both  coun¬ 
ties.  Temperatures  too  corl  for  favorable  growing  conditions.  Some  winter  killing 
of  winter  wheat.  Grass  growing  very  slowly.  Field  work- cont inuing  slowly. 

Cool,  changeable  weather  unfavorable  for  lambing.  Slovmess  of  grass  grov/th  makes 
feeding  a  problem.  Occasional  reports  of  grasshoppers  hatching.  Nothing  definite 
on  probable  damage  by  hoppers. 

MADISON  -  JEFFERSON :  Trace  of  snov/  or  rain  was  of  little  benefit.  Cold,  raw  winds 

delayed  growth  of  plants.  In  spite  of  cool  weather  and  late 
spring,  several  farmers  have  completed  soring  planting  of  crops,  while  others  have 
half  or  more  of  their  crops  in  the  gruund.  Amount  of  winter-killing  of  wheat  still 
cannot  be  determined;  however,  there  appears  to  be  a  poor  stand  in  many  fields,  with 
others  being  badly  spotted.  So.me  growth  of  range  grasses,  but  not  enough  to  furnish 
feed  for  livestock.  Early  lambing  more  than  hrdf  completed;  later  lambing  soon 
after  the  first  of  May.  Several  sheepmen  report  better  than  average  lamb  crop  to 
date.  Early  calving  at  least  half  completed,  with  a  good  calf  crop  reported  in  all 
cases.  Some  ranchers  having  difficulty  in  getting  experienced  men  for  lambing  and 
farm  work. 

MEAGHER :  Frequent  snow  flurries;  colder.  Top  soil  moist  again  after  last  week's 
winds.  Grass  hardly  stcurting  yet.  7/inter  grains  reported  doing  well. 
Farming  operations  barely  started.  Soil  in  good  condition  as  soon  as  dry  enough. 
Little  additional  feed  being  bought  now.  Most  stock  turned  out  in  lower  country, 
feeding  hay  on  pasture.  Lambing  beginning  this  week.  Labor  supply  becoming  a 
little  short.  Cold  and  snov/  ca,using  some  trouble  lambing,  but  no  losses  reported 
to  amount  to  anything. 

MISSOULA:  Soil  in  gD  od  condition  for  working’,  but  no  reserve  moisture.  Alfalfa 

starting  to  grow.  Reseeding  of  winter  wheat  with  spring  wheat  is  prac¬ 
tically  completed.  Seeding  of  spring  grain  about  half  completed.  Much  land  level¬ 
ing  and  preparation  for  irrigation  being  done  in  the  nev/  Frenchtown  irrigation  dis¬ 
trict.  All  lower  valley  pastures  made  big  improvement  during  week.  Most  cattle 
in  higher  valleys  still  being  fed.  Livestock  condition  improving. 

PARK :  -  Field  operations  delayed  in  northern  part  of  county.  Mist  seeding  comple¬ 

ted  in  Yellowstone  Va.lley.  Increased  acrea,ge  of  legumes  and  grasses. 
Scattered  fields  of  alfalfa  reported  winter  killed.  Snow  on  range  land  necessitates 
continued  feeding;  cattle  and  sheep  in  fair  condition;  most  large  sheep  outfits 
beginning  to  lamb,  with  some  of  the  small  bands  through.  Some  dem.and  for  farm 
laborers . 

PH  ILL  IPS  :  No  measureable  precipitation.  Cold  and  windy  most  of  week.  Slightly 
warmer  today,  but  growing  conditions  generally  unfavorable.  Moisture 
still  sufficient  to  start  crops  and  gra*ss  v/ith  warm.er  weather.  Soil  drifting  not 
pronouncedt.  Spring  seeding  and  prepara.tion  generally  under  way  in  all  parts  of 
county.  Valley  farmers  preparing  land  for  beets  and  grain  crops.  Water  available 
for  irrigation  over  most  of  project.  Dry  land  sections  need  more  moisture.  Seed 
situation  being  taken  care  of.  Indications  point  to  smaller  acrea,ge  of  grain  crops 
but  more  corn  and  feed.  Lack  of  credit  and  lack  of  subsoil  moisture  both  limiting 
factors  this  year.  Condition  of  livestock  fa.ir  to  good,  with  most  of  stock  still 
on  feed.  Stock  v/ater  plentiful  but  grass  has  made  little  growth.  Some  lambing 
reported.  Calf  crop  so  far  norm.al.  Labor  balanced. 

P QNDERA :  For  the  most  part  of  the  week,  high  winds  ha.d  a.  tendency  to  draw  out  con¬ 
siderable  moisture.  Moisture  reserves  vary  from  four  to  eighteen  inches 
in  depth.  Qn  Friday  of  this  week  heavy  wet  snow  and  rain  indicated  precipitation 
to  the  extent  of  75  h’undredths  of  an  inch  in  the  east  portion  of  the  county,  about 
three-tenths  of  an  inch  in  the  central  portion  and  a,gain  inr easing  in  the  v/estern 
half  to  approximately  one-half  inch.  ^Vheat  seeding  was  prohibited  by  high  winds, 
but  v/ent  into  full  swing  the  last  few  days.  It  is  expected  that  approximately 
25,000  a.cres  have  been  started  fallowing.  Oat  and  barley  seed  supplies  at  present 
indicate  a  shortage.  Some  oats  have  been  seeded. 

(Continued  on  Page  3O 
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County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions ,  Week  ending  April  24 ,  1^37  ~  3- 

PONDERA ;  (Cont'd.)  Native  sod  pastures  appear  to  De  coming  along  in  splendid  shape 
so  that  with  what  old  grass  there  is  at  present,  together  with  the  new 
grass,  there  will  he  sufficient  pasture  to  carry  sheep  and  cattle  within  a  few  more 
days . 

PRAIRIE :  A  light  shower  fell  on  the  area  north  of  the  divide  Wednesday.  Seeding 

is  in  full  swing  with  all  farmers  in  the  field.  The  cold  weather  has  not 
been  too  favorable  for  germination,  and  the  winds  have  taken  some  of  the  moisture. 
Grass  is  slow  in  starting.  Lack, of  finance  will  make  some  of  the  crops  short. 
Livestock  is  thin.  Most  of  the  farm  work  being  done  with  tractors.  The  labor  sup¬ 
ply  is  ample. 

RICHLAND :  Drying  winds  during  forepart  of  week  causing  some  soil  blowing.  Moder¬ 
ate  rain  throughout  county  during  middle  of  week  giving  sufficient  mois¬ 
ture  to  start  crops.  Temperature  moderate.  Crop  outlook  considerably  better  after 
rains.  Farmers  have  about  one-half  of  their  spring  seeding  done.  Increased  mois¬ 
ture  will  have  no  material  effect  on  planting  acreage  of  small  grains,  ’diich  is 
still  expected  to  be  below  that  of  last  year.  No  hatching  of  grasshoppers  has 
been  reported  as  yet;  probably  because  of  prevailing  medium  low  temperatures.  Live¬ 
stock  situation  unchanged. 

ROOSEVELT  :  No  precipitation  of  consequence  during  week.  Field  operations  have 
been  in  full  swing  since  April  l6,  with  no  interruption  by  adverse 
weather.  Eerly  seeded  Y/hea,t  now  shovnng.  Last  year's  thistle  crop  a  blessing  and 
a  curse  as  it  has  helped  hold  v/inter  snows  and  now  requires  iiiuch  time  and  effort  to 
remove.  Grass  starting  slowly.  All  livestock  thin.  Hay  scarce. 

ROSEBUD :  Scattered  local  showers;  too  light  to  be  of  any  benefit.  Temperature 

belov7  normal  for  the  week.  Early  planted  spring  wheat  beginning  to  come 
up.  Seeding  of  spring  wheat  and  sugar  beets  5*^  completed.  Rain  needed  to  insure 
an  even  etand  of  beets.  All  range  stock  turned  out.  B;:-rely  enough  new  grass  to 
maintain  them.  Quality  of  seed  generally  low.  Limited  acreage  will  be  seeded  due 
to  inability  to  secure  seed  loans. 

SANDERS :  Continued  cold  and  cloudy  weather  with  daily  showers.  Precipitation  fer 
past  week  .73  inch.  Winter  wheat  making  good  growth  under  good  moist'ure 
conditions.  General  good  stand  meadows  making  fair  growth.  Increased  spring  seed¬ 
ing  of  legumes  and  grasses.  Seeding  of  spring  gra,in  completed.  Spring  work 

retarded  about  3  weeks  account  of  cold  backward  weather.  Livestock  in  good  condi¬ 
tion  and  turned  out  on  range.  Range  making  good  grov/th.  Crickets  hatcning  in  large 
numbers , over  wide  range,  areas;  ,none  reported  in  farming  areas., 

STILLWATER :  Cold  and  windy  first  part  of  week,  with  .39  inch  precipita.tion  the 

middle  of  the  week,  precipitation  general  over  county.  Spring  seed¬ 
ing  in  full  swing.  Greater  part  of  beet  acrea.ge  has  been  seeded.  Cold  weather  and 
wind  has  not  been  conducive  for  good  growing  conditions.  Scattered  reports  of  cut¬ 
worm  damage.  Crickets  hatching  out  in  large  numbers,.  Some  ranchers  still  feeding. 
Feed  supplies  very  short.  Larger  operators  starting  to  lamb. 

SHERIDAN :  Continued  dry;  cloudy,  but  only  light  rains  occurred.  Several  days  of 
high  winds.  Seeding  of  whePot  under  way,  but  farmers  reluctant  to  plant 
until  more  moisture  is  assured.  Feeding  continues  as  grass  will  grow  only  where 
moisture  from  drifted  snow  has  accumulated.  Most  local  labor  ab  work,  at  least  part 
time.  Seed  loans  mostly  in.  Seed  grain  seems  to  be  sufficient. 

SUN  RIVER  PROJECT :  Cold  and  windy  greater  portion  of  the  v/eek,  with  a  light  skiff 

of  snow  on  Thursday.  Fields  generally  too  dry  for  germination 
of  seed.  Irrigation  planned  to  start  immediately.  Livestock  still  on  dry  feed, 
with  grass  starting  very  slowly  and  only  in  coulees  where  snow  drifted. 

S\?EET  GRASS  :  Precipitation  .  I5  inch.  General  growing  conditions  poor  due  to  cold 

v/e'^ther;  freezing  a,t  nights.  Grasses  and  winter  wheat  at  a  st,and- 

still.  There  ha,s  been  some  spring  v/he.at  seeding,  plowing  and  preparation  of  seed 
beds  in  full  swing  in  most  parts  of  the  county.  Still  too  w'et  in  some  parts, 
especially  on  low  ground,  for  working.  Reports  of  damage  from  cutworms  on  winter 
wheat  on  dry  1-and.  Need  warmer  weather  badly.  Livestock,  especially  cattle,  in 
very  poor  condition  due  to  poor  wintering  on  account  of  insufficient  feed.  Consid¬ 
erable  loss  of  young  calves  and  older  cows.  Sheep  in  somewhat  better  condition, 
but  considerable  loss  of  lambs  due  to  weakness.  Unable  to  secure  necessary  livestoc 
feeds,  especially  hay. 

TETON :  -  Trace  of  precipitation  here.  A  couple  of  inches  of  snow  reported  in  the 

eastern  part  of  the  county.  Days  mostly  clear,  V7ith  rather  cold  west 
winds  prevailing.  Seeding  of  wheat  rather  slow.  No  reuort  of  worms  as  yet.  It  is 
expected  that  seeding  will  be  in  full  swing  a,round  the  middle  of  the  coming  week, 
f.armers  plenty  discouraged,  in  regard  to  moisture  conditions. 

TOOLE :  -  Only  a  few  farmers  have  their  seeding  done.  The  majority  got  into  the 

fields  for  the  first  time  this  week,  and  an  extremely  hard  crust  and  lew 
wet  spots  made  working  difficult.  Seeding  will  be  further  delayed  by  the  snowfall 
that  is  still  continuing.  The  blizzard  of  the  pa,st  week  put  considerable  snow  in 
the  coulees  and  in  drifts.  It  adds  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  into  the  fields. 

In  general,  there  is  sufficient  moisture  throughout  the  co-'onty  to  germinate  the 
seed,  and  some  areas  ha.ve  considerable  subsoil  moisture.  All  livestock  are  now  on 
the  range,  but  the  growth  of  grass  is  slow  due  to  the  cold  v/eather.  Lambing  expec¬ 
ted  to  be  in  full  force  next  week.  Some  men  going  off  relief  rolls  for  farm  jobs 
and  other  work.  Still  sufficient  labor  on  hand  for  any  emergency. 

(Continued  on  Page  4.) 


\ 


••y 


■:  -  t  <r 

:  .  ..ti. ^ 


■n* 


o. 
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VALLEY :  Growing  conditions  very  poor,  mainly  due  to  the  lack  of  moisture.  Farm 

work  is  in  full  svv'ing  in  the  irrigated  section,  with  considerable  addition 
al  land  being  leveled  a.nd  brought  under  irrigation.  There  is  very  little  or  no 
green  grass  in  the  county. 

Stockmen  and  some  sheepmen  have  their  stock  on  the  range  where  reservoirs 
have  practically  filled  up  to  some  extent  from  spring  run-off  and  there  is  grass 
which  was  not  fed  off  last  year  due  to  the  lack  of  water.  The  balance  of  the  stock 
men  are  feeding  either  hay  or  cake.  Herds  of  sheep  that  were  moved  out  for  winter¬ 
ing  have  been  brought  back  to  the  comty.  Very  few  calls  for  labor,  but  it  seems 
almost  impossible  to  secure  men  that  can  do  farm  work  at  present.  No  sign  of  grass 
hoppers  at  this  time. 

W IBAUX :  Slight  precipitation.  Weather  too  cold  for  ideal  growing  conditions. 

Grass  is  showing  some  in  lower  places.  Seeding  in  full  swing;  about  5^'^ 
of  the  wheat  in.  Soil  is  in  very  good  condition  for  planting.  Ample  moisture  in 
all  parts  of  the  county  for  starting  grain  except  the  extreme  north  end  is  ra,ther 
dry.  Cold  weather  and  shortness  of  greiss  necessitates  heavy  feeding  of  livestock. 
Indications  are  that  the  lamb  crop  will  be  short.  Labor  scarce,  but  not  very  much 
demand. 

YELLOWSTONE :  Precipitation  .27  inch.  High  -winds;  cool,  unsettled  weather  through¬ 
out  the  week.  Grov/ing  conditions  adverse.  Winter  wheat  still  hold¬ 
ing  its  own  and  some  growth  showing  although  v/e-'-ther  conditions  have  been  unsatis¬ 
factory.  Over  fifty  per  cent  of  beets  seeded  and  over  ha.lf  of  the  spring  wheat  in 
the  irrigated  areas  seeded.  Some  spring  wheat  up  v^ith  good  stands  reported.  Range 
lambing  and  calving  under  way,  with  good  per  cent  reported.  Grass  growing  and  in 
good  shape.  Some  reports  of  grasshopper  hatching,  but  seems  to  be  confined  to 
local  areas.  Cricket  organization  completed  and  seven  coraiiunity  crev/s  have  done 
some  dusting  with  excellent  results. 

GALLATIN :  Week  characterized  by  cloudiness,  by  intermittent  snov/s  and  cold  rains. 

This  was  more  apparent  in  the  e-'^st  side  of  the  county  than  in  the  west. 
Farmers  in  the  upper  part  of  the  valley  still  unable  to  do  any  field  work  because 
of  mud,  and  many  roads  are  still  impassable  in  this  area.  In  the  south  and  west 
portions  of  the  county,  field  work  is  going  ahead  and  a  good  stert  has  been  made 
on  seeding  spring  grain.  Range  lambing  starting.  Range  land  and  pastures  shov/ing 
definite  growth. 


Helena,  Montana, 
April  2S,  1937- 
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